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Member Survey | Summary
Conducted by Nanos for the Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations, March 2024
Submission 2024-2508

DFO management of the fisheries had the 
largest increase in potential threats to 
commercial fishery.
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Nanos was retained by the Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec 
Fishing Organizations to gauge the views of the commercial 
fishing organizations across Atlantic Canada and Quebec. This 
research aims to understand the potential threats, the 
confidence level in the sustainability of the fishery, the level of 
trust in the Government of Canada and the level of satisfaction 
with the current MP to represent the needs of fishermen, while 
also gathering opinions on the top priorities, the best approach 
and advice for the government.

Nanos conducted an online representative survey of 1,113 
members of commercial fishing organizations in Quebec and 
Atlantic Canada, between December 21st, 2023, to February 11th, 
2024. 

The research was commissioned by the Coalition of Atlantic and 
Quebec Fishing Organizations and was conducted by Nanos 
Research. 
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1. Explore the potential threats to the commercial fishery

2. Monitor the level of trust in the Government of Canada and understand the reasons 

for the opinions

3. Explore members advice for the Government of Canada on the commercial fishery

4. Explore what members perceive as valuable and what they report as the top 

priorities of fishing associations to represent members

5. Understand what members think is the best approach to keep the fishery 

sustainable

6. Explore and monitor the satisfaction levels with the local federal MP to represent 

the needs of fishermen

7. Explore the most trusted federal political party to manage the fishery and the 

likelihood to change usual vote choice

OBJECTIVES
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OBJECTIVES
The member survey at a Glance
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Explore the potential threats to 
the commercial fishery

The biggest increase in potential threats is 
the management by DFO of the fisheries 
which saw a nine-percentage point 
increase. Indigenous Peoples fishing out of 
season seen as the overall top threat by 
members.
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Monitor the level of trust in the 
Government of Canada and 
understand why members have 
that opinion

A majority of members do not trust the 
Government of Canada to make good 
policy decisions on the commercial fishery.
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Explore members advice for the 
Government of Canada on the 
commercial fishery

Members want the government to have 
one set of rules for all and increased 
consultations with fishermen.
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Explore what members see as the 
top priorities of fishing 
associations to represent 
members

Members most frequently say they want 
the priority to be on illegal fishing and 
enforcing rules, Indigenous fishing issues 
and increasing advocacy and lobbying of 
government.
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Understand what members think 
is the best approach to keep the 
fishery sustainable

Members most frequently mention the 
best approach is to have regulated fishing 
seasons for all, which is an eight-
percentage point increase since the last 
wave in May 2023.
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Explore and monitor the 
satisfaction levels with the local 
federal MP

A majority of members say they are not 
satisfied or somewhat not satisfied with 
their local federal MP in terms of 
representing the needs of fishermen.
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Explore the most trusted federal 
political party to manage the 
fishery and the likelihood to 
change usual vote 

A majority of members say they are likely 
or somewhat likely to vote in favour of a 
candidate or party they trusted to manage 
the commercial fishery even if it was not 
their usual vote choice. 
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Key Finding – Top two threats and low trust in the Government remain 
consistent with last wave

• Biggest potential threats – Consistent with the last wave, members of Atlantic and Quebec fishing 
organizations rate having Indigenous people fishing out of season (mean of 9.7 out of 10) and the 
expansion to the Indigenous fishery (mean of 9.1 out of 10) as the biggest threats to the fishery. 

• Largest increase to potential threats – Additionally, the biggest increase in potential threats is DFO 
management of the fisheries which saw a nine-percentage point increase.
• Those who usually vote CPC (78%) are more likely to say it is a threat than those who vote for 

multiple parties (65%).

• Second largest increase to potential threats – The expansion of the Indigenous fishery as a threat has 
a five-percentage point increase since the last wave in May 2023.

61% May 2023

1) DFO management of the 
fisheries

70% Feb 2024

Feb 2024

2) The expansion of the 
Indigenous fishery

88%

83% May 2023

• Level of trust in the Government’s decisions on the commercial fishery - Just over nine in ten 
participating members of fishing organizations do not trust (76%) or somewhat not trust (16%) the 
Government of Canada to make good policy decisions on the commercial fishery, which remains 
consistent with the previous wave in May 2023. Although LPC voters were less likely to say they do not 
trust the government of Canada (69%) compared to CPC voters (83%), uncertainty of the level of 
mistrust is higher among Conservatives than Liberals.
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Detailed Findings
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Feb 2024 
(n=1,092)

May 2023
(n=713)

Mean 20 years 20 years

Median 17 years 18 years

1-5 years 15.1% 17.8%

6-10 years 17.6% 15.8%

11-20 years 24.1% 21.4%

21-30 years 23.5% 20.2%

Over 30 years 19.7% 24.6%
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Q – For how many years have you been running your own fishing 
enterprise? _____ years

Number of years running fishing enterprise

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, 
to February 11th,  2024, n=1,092 members of commercial fishing 
organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.
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Feb 2024 
(n=1,092)

May 2023
(n=697)

Indigenous fisheries/agreements 33.8% 40.8%

Illegal fishing/out of season (not specified if Indigenous) 30.0% 26.7%

Seals 15.7% 18.4%

DFO regulations/management/lack of enforcement 14.2% 18.4%

Overfishing/big corporations 12.2% 16.1%

Climate change/pollution/storms 12.1% 15.1%

The government/politics 11.2% 12.3%

T
O
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S
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N

S
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S

Q – What are the top two threats to the commercial fishery today? 
[OPEN][CAPTURE UP TO TWO MENTIONS]

Threats to the commercial fishery 

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, 
to February 11th,  2024, n=1,092 members of commercial fishing 
organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

*Based on multiple mentions
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Mean

9.7

9.1

7.8

6.7

5.5

4.6

Similar to the last wave in 2023, 

members of Atlantic and Quebec

fishing organizations rate having

Indigenous people fishing out of

season (mean score of 9.7 out of

10) and the expansion to the

Indigenous fishery (mean score of

9.1) as the biggest threats to the

fishery.

97%

88%

70%

54%

37%

34%

7%

18%

30%

35%

19%

9%

14%

24%

42%

4%

5%

Having Indigenous people fish out of season

The expansion of the Indigenous fishery

DFO management of the fisheries

Economic uncertainty as it relates to the
price paid for the catch to fishermen

The impact of climate change on marine
ecosystems and fisheries

North Atlantic Right Whales

Threat (7-10) Average (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Rating potential threats

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,110 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
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Mean

9.7

9.7

Similar to the last wave in May

2023, members of Atlantic and

Quebec fishing organizations rate

having Indigenous people fish out of

season as one of the biggest threats

to the fishery.

97%

95%

1%

2%

1%

2%

Feb
2024

May
2023

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Having Indigenous Peoples fish out of season
- Tracking

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,110 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
Having Indigenous people fish out of season
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Having Indigenous Peoples fish out of 
season as a threat

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, 
December 21st, 2023, to February 11th,  2024, 
n=1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations 
in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
Having Indigenous people fish out of season

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=367)

LPC
(n=231)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=388)

9.8 9.6 9.8

M
e

an

97%

1%
1%
1%

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

9.7
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Mean

9.1

9.0

There has been a slight increase (5 

percentage points) in the 

proportion of members that rate 

the expansion of the Indigenous 

fishery as a threat to the fishery 

(score of 7-10 out of 10) since the 

last wave.

88%

83%

7%

7%

4%

5%5%

Feb
2024

May
2023

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

The expansion of the Indigenous fishery as a 
threat - Tracking

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,113 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
The expansion of the Indigenous fishery
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Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, to 
February 11th,  2024, n=1,113 members of commercial fishing organizations 
in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

88%

7% 4%
2%

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

9.1

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]

The expansion of the Indigenous fishery as a threat

The expansion of the Indigenous fishery as a threat
© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=369)

LPC
(n=231)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=388)

9.2 9.1 9.0

M
e

an
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There has been a nine-percentage 

point increase in the proportion of 

members of Atlantic and Quebec 

fishing organizations that rate DFO 

management of the fisheries as a 

threat to the fishery (score of 7-10 

out of 10) since the last wave. Those 

who usually vote CPC (78%) are 

more likely to say it is a threat than 

those who vote for multiple parties 

(65%).

DFO management of the fisheries as a threat - 
Tracking

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,109 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
DFO management of the fisheries

70%

61%

18%

22%

9%

12%

4%

5%

Feb
2024

May
2023

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

7.8

7.2
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DFO management of the fisheries as a 
threat

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, 
December 21st, 2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,109 
members of commercial fishing organizations in 
Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
DFO management of the fisheries

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=368)

LPC
(n=230)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=387)

8.1 7.9 7.6

M
e

an

70%

17%

9%
4%

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6)

Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

7.8
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Perceptions of economic uncertainty 

are snapshots in time and can be 

influenced by a range of factors that 

are in play at the time of the fieldwork 

including local conditions in terms of 

the harvest, market prices, and input 

costs (such as fuel).  That said the 

intensity of economic uncertainty as a 

threat remains significant but less 

intense.

Economic uncertainty as a threat - Tracking
© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,108 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
Economic uncertainty as it relates to the price paid for the 
catch to fishermen

54%

70%

30%

22%

14%

5%

3%

3%

Feb
2024

May
2023

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

6.7

7.6
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Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, to 
February 11th,  2024, n=1,108 members of commercial fishing organizations 
in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

54%
30%

14%
2%

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

6.7

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]

Economic uncertainty as it relates to the price paid for the catch to fishermen

Economic uncertainty as a threat

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=369)

LPC
(n=230)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=385)

6.2 6.4 7.1

M
e

an
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Consistent with the last wave in May 

2023, members of Atlantic and 

Quebec fishing organizations are 

divided on the extent to which they 

view the impact of climate change as 

a threat to the fishery. Those who 

report they usually vote for the LPC 

(44%) are more likely to say it is a 

threat (score of 7-10 out of 10) than 

those who usually vote for the CPC 

(26%).

Impact of climate change as a threat - Tracking
© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,110 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
The impact of climate change on marine ecosystems and 
fisheries

37%

37%

35%

38%

24%

21%

4%

4%

Feb
2024

May
2023

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

5.5

5.8
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Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, to 
February 11th,  2024, n=1,110 members of commercial fishing organizations 
in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

37%

35%

24%

4%

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

5.5

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]

The impact of climate change on marine ecosystems and fisheries

Impact of climate change as a threat

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=369)

LPC
(n=231)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=386)

4.6 6.0 5.9

M
e

an
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There has been a slight decrease of five 

percentage points of members that 

rate the North Atlantic Right Whales as 

a threat to the fishery (score of 7-10 

out of 10) since the last wave in spring 

2023. 

North Atlantic Right Whales as a threat - 
Tracking

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,111 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not 
at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
North Atlantic Right Whales

34%

39%

19%

17%

42%

39%

5%

5%

Feb
2024

May
2023

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6) Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

4.6

4.9
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North Atlantic Right Whales as a threat

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 
21st to February 11th,  2024, n=1,111.

Q – Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is 
not at threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]
North Atlantic Right Whales

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=369)

LPC
(n=230)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=388)

4.2 4.9 4.9

M
e

an

34%

19%

42%

5%

Threat (7-10) Neutral (4-6)

Not a threat (0-3) Unsure

Mean

4.6
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Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st to February 
11th,  2024, n=1,107.

Q - Are you confident, somewhat confident, somewhat not confident or not confident that the commercial 
fishery is sustainable as a resource for everyone?

Level of confidence that the commercial fishery is 
sustainable as a resource for everyone

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=366)

LPC
(n=232)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=385)

48.3% 44.7% 48.9%
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15%

33%

16%

30%

7%

Confident Somewhat confident

Somewhat not confident Not confident

Unsure
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Around four in five members (76%) of 

Atlantic and Quebec fishing 

organizations say they do not trust the 

Government of Canada to make good 

policy decisions on the commercial 

fishery, which is consistent with the 

last wave in May 2023 (73%). Those 

who report they usually vote for the 

CPC (83%) are slightly more likely to 

say they do not trust the Government 

on this than those who usually vote for 

the LPC (69%).

Level of trust the Government of Canada to 
make good policy decisions on the commercial 
fishery - Tracking

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,098 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Do you trust, somewhat trust, somewhat not trust 
or not trust the Government of Canada to make good 
policy decisions on the commercial fishery?

1%

1%

7%

6%

16%

16%

73%

76%

4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

May 2023

Feb 2024

Trust Somewhat trust Somewhat not trust Not trust Unsure



31© NANOS RESEARCH 31

Level of trust the Government of Canada 
to make good policy decisions on the 
commercial fishery

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,098 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Do you trust, somewhat trust, somewhat not trust or 
not trust the Government of Canada to make good policy 
decisions on the commercial fishery?

1%
6%

16%

76%

1%

Trust Somewhat trust

Somewhat not trust Not trust

Unsure

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

CPC
(n=364)

LPC
(n=232)

I vote for a number 
of different parties

(n=379)

96.7% 88.2% 90.9%
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Feb 2024 
(n=887)

May 2023
(n=610)

They allow out of season fishing/they have different rules for 
Natives/Indigenous Peoples fishing

24.5% 20.4%

Decisions are made without consulting fishermen/decisions are 
made for political gain

14.4% 18.1%

Government/decision makers/ DFO have no knowledge about 
fishing

14.3% 20.5%

Closing of fisheries/the fisheries they manage do not work 9.0% 8.2%

Based on track record/performance in the past years 8.3% 10.9%

Independent fishers are not considered/they don't work in favour 
on fishermen

7.3% 7.3%

Government is corrupt/focus on their own interest/ don't trust 
them

5.0% 7.6%

T
O
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N
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S

Q – Why do you have that opinion? [OPEN]

Reason for level of trust the Government of 
Canada to make good policy decisions on the 
commercial fishery - Tracking

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, 
to February 11th,  2024, n=887 members of commercial fishing 
organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

*Shaded due to low sample size



33© NANOS RESEARCH

Feb 2024 
(n=1,035)

May 2023
(n=664)

One set of rules for all/stop special treatment of 
Indigenous fishermen/stop out of season fishing

37.1% 27.5%

More consultations with fishermen 23.9% 33.7%

Stricter enforcement of the rules 9.1% 3.5%

Better management overall of fisheries and 
fishermen/Do your job/take care of 
fishery/fishermen overall

5.9% 4.8%

Change Minister/have people in charge that know 
about fishing

3.2% 4.7%

Don't put anymore pressure on the stocks/limit 
some quotas (for example area 41)

3.1% 5.6%

Include all stakeholders during the decision-
making stage/more collaboration

2.7% -
T

O
P
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E
S
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E
S

Q – If you were to give a piece of advice to the Government of Canada on the 
commercial fishery what would that be? [OPEN]

Advice to the Government of Canada 

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,035 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.
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Feb 2024
(n=966)

May 2023
(n=600)

Illegal fishing/Poaching/Out of season 
fishing/foreign fishing/enforcing rules/more 
officers

28.0% 18.6%

Indigenous fishing issues/reconciliation 25.7% 28.7%

Advocacy/express/represent interests/lobby 
government agencies

19.8% 17.0%

Protect for the 
future/environment/sustainability/overfishing

15.2% 15.0%

Represent everyone equally/the majority/listen to 
members/work with members

14.6% 24.9%

Better communication/clear mandate/inform 
members

12.8% 10.9%

Fight for/protect fisheries/commercial fishing 
rights/the community

10.3% 10.5%

Better price setting/profitability/work with 
buyers/know prices in advance

10.2% 13.5%

T
O

P
 

R
E

S
P

O
N

S
E

S

Q – What should be the top priorities of your local fishing association when it 
comes to representing members? [OPEN][CAPTURE UP TO THREE MENTIONS]

Top priorities for local fishing associations 

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=966 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.
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Feb 2024 
(n=985)

May 2023
(n=633)

Regulated fishing seasons for all/stop off-season 
fishing of Indigenous fishermen

25.7% 17.5%

Equal quotas, rules and regulation for all licenses 
holders (Indigenous and non-Indigenous)

11.6% 9.5%

Conservation of stocks and protection of 
endangered species

8.6% 9.6%

More officers on the water/more enforcement of 
rules

7.4% 4.5%

Stop illegal fishing, poaching and overfishing 6.4% 4.4%

Listen to and include fishermen in decision making 
processes with all stakeholders

5.8% 6.4%

Maintain or decrease current licenses holders/do 
not issue new licenses

4.4% 7.4%

Other 5.5% 3.4%

T
O

P
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E

S
P

O
N

S
E

S

Q – What is the best approach to keep the fishery sustainable? [OPEN]

Best approach to keep the fishery sustainable

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=985 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.
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Consistent with results from May 

2023, a majority of members of the 

Atlantic and Quebec fishing 

organizations say they are not 

satisfied (52%) or somewhat not 

satisfied (19%) with their local 

federal MP in terms of representing 

the needs of fishermen. 

Satisfaction with local federal MP in terms of 
representing the needs of fishermen - Tracking

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,102 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Are you satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat 
dissatisfied or dissatisfied with your local federal MP in 
terms of representing the needs of fishermen?

3%

5%

18%

18%

18%

19%

52%

52%

10%

6%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

May 2023

Feb 2024

Satisfied Somewhat satisfied Somewhat not satisfied Not satisified Unsure
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Satisfaction with local federal MP in terms 
of representing the needs of fishermen

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,102 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Are you satisfied, somewhat satisfied, somewhat 
dissatisfied or dissatisfied with your local federal MP in 
terms of representing the needs of fishermen?
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Somewhat satisfied
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Unsure

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.
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Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, to 
February 11th,  2024, n=1,033 members of commercial fishing organizations 
in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? [RANDOMIZE]

Federal party usually supported

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

22%

36%

39%

Liberal Party of Canada

Conservative Party of Canada

New Democratic Party of Canada

Bloc Quebecois

Green Party of Canada

People’s Party of Canada

I vote for a number of parties
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Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 2023, to 
February 11th,  2024, n=1,063 members of commercial fishing organizations 
in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q – Which federal political party do you trust most to manage the commercial fishery? [RANDOMIZE]

Federal party most trusted to manage commercial fishery

© NANOS RESEARCH

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

4%

36%

56%

Liberal Party of Canada

Conservative Party of Canada

New Democratic Party of Canada

Bloc Quebecois

Green Party of Canada

People’s Party of Canada

I trust none of them
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Likelihood of voting in favour of a candidate 
or party you trust to manage the commercial 
fishery even if it was not your usual vote 
choice

Source: Nanos Research, online member survey, December 21st, 
2023, to February 11th,  2024, n=1,092 members of commercial 
fishing organizations in Quebec and Atlantic Canada.

Q –Are you likely, somewhat likely, somewhat not likely or not likely 
to vote in favour of a candidate or party you trusted to manage the 
commercial fishery even if it was not your usual vote choice?

*Weighted to the true population proportion.
*Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.
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On behalf of The Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing 
Organizations, Nanos conducted a membership survey of 
1,113 members between December 21st, 2023, and February 
11th, 2024. Participants were recruited using a list provided by 
the client. The survey was conducted in English and French. 
The results were statistically checked and weighted by the 
number of members in each of the organizations to be 
representative of the sample. 

A total of 1, 113 individuals participated in the research, with 
an estimated response rate of 32 percent. 

Note: Charts may not add up to 100 due to rounding.

The research was commissioned by the Coalition of Atlantic 
and Quebec Fishing Organizations and was conducted by 
Nanos Research. 

2023-2508 - Coalition Member Survey - Response Rate TOTAL

A Potential Contacts 3,458

B Number of Completed surveys 1,113

C Response Rate (Completed Interviews)(C=A/B) 32%

Organization Responses 

MFU 286

PEIFA 207

GNSFPB 94

RPPSG 57

UFCA 454

Grand Manan 15

Total 1,113
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Element Description

Research sponsor The Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations

Population and Final 
Sample Size

1,113 members

Source of Sample Client supplied list

Type of Sample Representative non-probability

Margin of Error Census survey - no margin of error applies to this research.

Mode of Survey Member Survey

Sampling Method Base Non-probability.

Demographics (Captured)
Canada; Men and Women; 18 years or older.
Six digit postal code was used to validate geography. 

Demographics (Other) Age, gender, education, income

Field Dates December 21st, 2023, to February 11th, 2024.

Language of Survey The survey was conducted in both English and French. 

Standards

Nanos Research is a member of the Canadian Research 
Insights Council (CRIC) and confirms that this research fully 
complies with all CRIC Standards including the CRIC Public 
Opinion Research Standards and Disclosure Requirements. 
https://canadianresearchinsightscouncil.ca/standards/

Element Description

Weighting of Data
The results of the member survey were weighted by the number of 
members in each of the organizations.

Screening Not applicable. 

Excluded 
Demographics

Non-members of fishing organizations in Quebec or Atlantic 
Canada.

Stratification Not applicable.

Estimated 
Response Rate

32 per cent

Question Order
Question order in the preceding report reflects the order in which 
they appeared in the original questionnaire. 

Question Content All questions asked are contained in the report. 

Question Wording
The questions in the preceding report are written exactly as they 
were asked to individuals.

Research/Data 
Collection Supplier

Nanos Research

Contact

Contact Nanos Research for more information or with any concerns 
or questions.
http://www.nanos.co
Telephone:(613) 234-4666 ext. 237
Email: info@nanosresearch.com.

http://www.nanos.co/
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As one of North America’s premier market and public opinion research firms, we put 
strategic intelligence into the hands of decision makers.  The majority of our work is for 
private sector and public facing organizations and ranges from market studies, managing 
reputation through to leveraging data intelligence.   Nanos Research offers a vertically 
integrated full service quantitative and qualitative research practice to attain the highest 
standards and the greatest control over the research process. www.nanos.co

This international joint venture between dimap and Nanos brings together top research 
and data experts from North American and Europe to deliver exceptional data intelligence 
to clients. The team offers data intelligence services ranging from demographic and 
sentiment microtargeting; consumer sentiment identification and decision conversion; 
and, data analytics and profiling for consumer persuasion.  www.nanosdimap.com

A
B

O
U

T N
A

N
O

SEthic Strategies was created by the founding partners of PAA Advisory and the Nanos 
Research Corporation, both recognized leaders in research, advocacy, and advisory. Ethic 
provides bespoke strategic counsel, advice, and communications strategies to 
organizations facing serious issues. www.ethicstrategies.com

http://www.nanos.co/
http://dimap.de/en/HOMEen
http://nanos.co/
http://www.nanosdimap.com/
https://paainc.ca/
https://nanos.co/
http://www.ethicstrategies.com/


Any questions?

Nanos Research

(613) 234-4666, ext. 237

ea@nanosresearch.com

For more information on the firm, please visit www.nanos.co

mailto:ea@nanosresearch.com
https://nanos.co/


NANOS IS YOUR GO-TO HIGH-STAKES RESEARCH PARTNER.

Delivering world-class solutions since 1987,

 we are the leader in high velocity data insights and visualization.

Market | Consumer| Reputation| Policy| Insight

Nanos as Go-To Research Partner

For more information about our services, please visit us at:
 www.nanos.co 

http://www.nanos.co/
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2023-2508 Coalition Member Survey – Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations – STAT SHEET 
 

 
Nanos conducted an online survey of 1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations across Quebec and Atlantic Canada through open links, between December 

21st, 2023, and February 11th, 2024. *Columns with n values under 30 have been shaded. 
www.nanos.co 

Page 1 

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

MFU 
Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members Other 
Question - For how many 
years have you been 
running your own fishing 
enterprise? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1088 280 55 201 92 444 14 2 

Wgt N 1084 265 30 251 120 409 10 0 
Mean 19.6 20.8 20.6 16.9 20.3 20.0 25.4 16.4 
Median 17.0 20.0 20.0 14.0 19.0 18.0 23.0 22.0 

1.0 % 1.9 1.1 1.8 2.5 4.3 1.1 7.1 0.0 
2.0 % 2.5 1.8 1.8 4.0 1.1 2.5 0.0 0.0 
3.0 % 3.2 2.5 7.3 5.0 3.3 2.3 0.0 0.0 
4.0 % 3.2 2.5 3.6 3.5 2.2 3.8 0.0 0.0 
5.0 % 4.5 2.9 3.6 8.0 3.3 4.1 0.0 0.0 
6.0 % 4.6 4.6 7.3 7.5 3.3 2.9 7.1 0.0 
7.0 % 2.6 1.4 0.0 3.5 3.3 2.7 7.1 0.0 
7.5 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 
8.0 % 3.8 5.0 1.8 1.5 3.3 5.0 0.0 0.0 
9.0 % 2.2 3.6 0.0 1.5 3.3 1.6 0.0 0.0 
10.0 % 4.4 4.6 1.8 5.5 2.2 4.3 7.1 46.4 
11.0 % 1.9 1.4 0.0 3.5 3.3 0.9 0.0 0.0 
12.0 % 2.3 1.1 0.0 2.0 5.4 2.5 0.0 0.0 
13.0 % 2.1 2.1 3.6 1.5 2.2 2.5 0.0 0.0 
14.0 % 3.2 1.1 1.8 5.0 2.2 4.1 0.0 0.0 
15.0 % 3.5 4.3 3.6 3.0 4.3 3.2 0.0 0.0 
16.0 % 2.1 3.2 3.6 0.5 1.1 2.5 0.0 0.0 
17.0 % 2.8 3.2 7.3 1.5 0.0 3.6 7.1 0.0 
18.0 % 1.7 1.4 0.0 1.5 2.2 2.0 0.0 0.0 
19.0 % 0.6 1.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 
20.0 % 4.1 3.6 3.6 4.0 4.3 4.3 7.1 0.0 
21.0 % 1.5 2.5 1.8 1.0 3.3 0.7 0.0 0.0 
22.0 % 1.6 1.1 5.5 1.0 0.0 2.3 7.1 53.6 
23.0 % 1.4 1.4 0.0 1.5 2.2 1.1 0.0 0.0 
24.0 % 1.6 2.1 0.0 1.5 1.1 1.6 7.1 0.0 
25.0 % 5.1 3.6 1.8 6.0 6.5 5.4 0.0 0.0 
26.0 % 2.0 2.5 3.6 1.0 2.2 2.3 0.0 0.0 
27.0 % 2.2 2.1 3.6 2.5 4.3 1.4 0.0 0.0 
28.0 % 2.3 3.9 0.0 1.5 1.1 2.3 0.0 0.0 
29.0 % 0.9 2.1 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 
30.0 % 5.1 3.9 3.6 3.0 2.2 8.1 7.1 0.0 
31.0 % 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 
32.0 % 1.0 1.1 3.6 1.5 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 
33.0 % 1.3 1.4 3.6 0.0 3.3 1.4 0.0 0.0 
34.0 % 1.1 1.8 1.8 0.5 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 
35.0 % 2.0 1.8 1.8 1.5 4.3 1.8 0.0 0.0 
36.0 % 0.5 0.4 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 
37.0 % 0.5 0.7 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 
38.0 % 1.2 1.4 1.8 1.5 1.1 0.7 7.1 0.0 
39.0 % 0.6 0.7 0.0 0.5 1.1 0.5 0.0 0.0 
40.0 % 3.5 5.0 9.1 2.0 2.2 3.2 14.3 0.0 
41.0 % 0.5 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 
42.0 % 0.9 0.7 1.8 1.0 0.0 0.9 7.1 0.0 
43.0 % 1.2 0.4 0.0 2.0 2.2 1.1 0.0 0.0 
44.0 % 0.8 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 1.1 0.0 0.0 

http://www.nanosresearch.com/
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

MFU 
Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members Other 
45.0 % 1.0 0.7 1.8 0.0 3.3 1.1 0.0 0.0 
46.0 % 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 
47.0 % 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 
48.0 % 0.6 0.7 1.8 0.5 1.1 0.5 0.0 0.0 
49.0 % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 
50.0 % 0.7 1.1 0.0 0.5 1.1 0.5 0.0 0.0 
51.0 % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.5 1.1 0.2 0.0 0.0 
55.0 % 0.3 0.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 
59.0 % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 7.1 0.0 
60.0 % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 
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Nanos conducted an online survey of 1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations across Quebec and Atlantic Canada through open links, between December 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 1 - 
What are the top 
two threats to 
the commercial 
fishery today? 
[OPEN][CAPTURE 
UP TO TWO 
MENTIONS]   

Total Unwgt 
N 

1092 279 55 202 92 449 15 

Wgt N 1089 264 30 252 120 413 11 
Indigenous fisheries/agreements % 33.8 37.6 29.1 35.1 27.2 33.2 13.3 
Whales % 4.9 4.3 20.0 7.9 9.8 0.9 6.7 
Stripe bass % 7.9 21.1 9.1 9.4 3.3 0.0 0.0 
Not being able to fish bait anymore (mackerel, 
herring, etc.) 

% 1.9 2.5 10.9 2.0 0.0 1.3 0.0 

Overfishing/big corporations % 12.2 7.5 18.2 10.4 17.4 14.0 20.0 
Illegal fishing/out of season (not specified if 
Indigenous) 

% 30.0 16.5 1.8 32.2 30.4 39.9 6.7 

Climate change/pollution/storms % 12.1 13.3 14.5 10.4 27.2 7.6 26.7 
Foreign ownership of companies % 1.4 0.4 0.0 1.5 0.0 2.7 0.0 
Conservation % 3.0 2.9 5.5 1.0 3.3 4.0 0.0 
DFO regulations/management/lack of enforcement % 14.2 8.2 10.9 14.4 17.4 17.1 13.3 
Cost/Market prices % 6.0 6.1 0.0 5.9 8.7 5.3 13.3 
Food fishery % 4.3 5.4 1.8 4.5 7.6 2.9 0.0 
The government/politics % 11.2 5.7 5.5 9.4 9.8 16.3 26.7 
Seal % 15.7 31.5 41.8 19.3 9.8 3.3 6.7 
Lobster/retention of female lobsters/lobster 
size/stock 

% 2.7 3.6 0.0 2.5 1.1 3.1 0.0 

Activists % 1.3 0.7 0.0 1.0 0.0 2.2 6.7 
Predators (general) % 1.2 3.2 5.5 0.5 0.0 0.4 0.0 
Ghost gear % 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 1.6 0.0 
Poaching % 4.5 3.2 3.6 6.9 2.2 4.7 0.0 
Other % 3.2 2.9 3.6 4.5 4.3 2.4 0.0 
The union/PEIFA % 0.7 1.8 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Offshore wind turbines % 1.8 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 4.0 6.7 
Too many licences/corporate control of 
licences/licence leasing 

% 2.3 0.4 3.6 1.0 1.1 4.0 26.7 

Quotas % 1.3 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 2.9 0.0 
Scientists/Lack of research/outdated/invalid science % 1.5 1.4 0.0 0.5 1.1 2.2 6.7 
Clearwater % 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 2.4 0.0 
Increase in groundfish (Cod, Halibut, Haddock) % 1.4 0.4 1.8 1.5 1.1 2.2 0.0 
Too much effort/too much pressure % 0.7 0.4 0.0 0.5 1.1 1.1 0.0 
Fishing draggers/destroying the seabed/size of boats % 0.8 0.4 1.8 0.5 0.0 1.6 0.0 
Invasive species/scarcity of fish stocks % 1.0 1.4 3.6 1.5 0.0 0.7 0.0 
Aquaculture/open salmon farming % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.4 6.7 
Lack of consultation with fishermen % 0.5 1.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.4 0.0 

*Values are based on the percentage of positive responses to a specific response option (columns exceed 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses 

  

http://www.nanosresearch.com/
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 1 - 
What are the top 
two threats to 
the commercial 
fishery today? 
[OPEN][CAPTURE 
UP TO TWO 
MENTIONS]   

Total Unwgt 
N 

2030 513 106 381 171 831 28 

Wgt N 2025 485 58 475 222 765 20 
Indigenous fisheries/agreements % 18.2 20.5 15.1 18.6 14.6 17.9 7.1 
Whales % 2.6 2.3 10.4 4.2 5.3 0.5 3.6 
Stripe bass % 4.3 11.5 4.7 5.0 1.8 0.0 0.0 
Not being able to fish bait anymore (mackerel, 
herring, etc.) 

% 1.0 1.4 5.7 1.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 

Overfishing/big corporations % 6.5 4.1 9.4 5.5 9.4 7.6 10.7 
Illegal fishing/out of season (not specified if 
Indigenous) 

% 16.1 9.0 0.9 17.1 16.4 21.5 3.6 

Climate change/pollution/storms % 6.5 7.2 7.5 5.5 14.6 4.1 14.3 
Foreign ownership of companies % 0.8 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 1.4 0.0 
Conservation % 1.6 1.6 2.8 0.5 1.8 2.2 0.0 
DFO regulations/management/lack of enforcement % 7.6 4.5 5.7 7.6 9.4 9.3 7.1 
Cost/Market prices % 3.2 3.3 0.0 3.1 4.7 2.9 7.1 
Food fishery % 2.3 2.9 0.9 2.4 4.1 1.6 0.0 
The government/politics % 6.0 3.1 2.8 5.0 5.3 8.8 14.3 
Seal % 8.4 17.2 21.7 10.2 5.3 1.8 3.6 
Lobster/retention of female lobsters/lobster 
size/stock 

% 1.5 1.9 0.0 1.3 0.6 1.7 0.0 

Activists % 0.7 0.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.2 3.6 
Predators (general) % 0.7 1.8 2.8 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Ghost gear % 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.8 0.0 
Poaching % 2.4 1.8 1.9 3.7 1.2 2.5 0.0 
Other % 1.7 1.6 1.9 2.4 2.3 1.3 0.0 
The union/PEIFA % 0.4 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Offshore wind turbines % 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 2.2 3.6 
Too many licences/corporate control of 
licences/licence leasing 

% 1.2 0.2 1.9 0.5 0.6 2.2 14.3 

Quotas % 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.6 0.0 
Scientists/Lack of research/outdated/invalid science % 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.6 1.2 3.6 
Clearwater % 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 1.3 0.0 
Increase in groundfish (Cod, Halibut, Haddock) % 0.8 0.2 0.9 0.8 0.6 1.2 0.0 
Too much effort/too much pressure % 0.4 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.6 0.6 0.0 
Fishing draggers/destroying the seabed/size of boats % 0.5 0.2 0.9 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 
Invasive species/scarcity of fish stocks % 0.6 0.8 1.9 0.8 0.0 0.4 0.0 
Aquaculture/open salmon farming % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.2 3.6 
Lack of consultation with fishermen % 0.3 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.2 0.0 

*Values are based on the proportion an activity represents of all response options (columns add up to 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses  
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Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 2 - The 
expansion of the 
Indigenous fishery   

Total Unwgt 
N 

1113 286 57 207 94 454 15 

Wgt N 1110 270 31 258 122 418 11 
Mean 9.1 8.9 9.0 9.3 8.8 9.2 8.5 
Median 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 1.7 3.1 0.0 1.9 2.1 0.7 0.0 
1 % 0.3 0.7 1.8 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 
2 % 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.9 0.0 
3 % 1.1 2.1 0.0 0.5 1.1 0.9 0.0 
4 % 0.7 1.0 1.8 0.5 0.0 0.7 0.0 
5 % 4.1 3.8 3.5 1.0 8.5 4.8 13.3 
6 % 1.8 2.1 5.3 1.4 1.1 1.8 6.7 
7 % 4.1 3.8 0.0 5.3 5.3 3.3 13.3 
8 % 5.5 4.2 7.0 5.8 8.5 5.1 6.7 
9 % 4.7 3.8 12.3 5.8 5.3 4.0 0.0 
Major threat (10) % 73.3 73.4 61.4 75.8 66.0 74.9 60.0 
Unsure % 2.2 1.7 7.0 1.4 1.1 3.1 0.0 

 

 Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 3 - 
North Atlantic 
Right Whales   

Total Unwgt 
N 

1111 286 57 208 93 452 15 

Wgt N 1108 270 31 259 121 416 11 
Mean 4.6 5.6 6.1 5.0 5.2 3.3 5.7 
Median 5.0 5.5 6.0 5.0 6.0 2.0 6.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 26.3 16.8 14.0 26.4 17.2 36.1 20.0 
1 % 4.7 4.2 1.8 4.3 5.4 5.3 6.7 
2 % 5.0 4.9 0.0 4.8 4.3 5.8 6.7 
3 % 6.1 5.9 3.5 2.4 8.6 8.2 0.0 
4 % 3.1 4.5 3.5 2.9 3.2 2.2 6.7 
5 % 11.1 11.5 19.3 10.1 6.5 12.2 6.7 
6 % 4.7 4.5 7.0 7.2 3.2 3.3 6.7 
7 % 6.5 5.2 12.3 5.3 14.0 5.8 0.0 
8 % 5.4 6.6 5.3 3.4 10.8 4.2 6.7 
9 % 3.4 3.1 3.5 5.3 7.5 1.3 0.0 
Major threat (10) % 18.9 28.3 26.3 24.5 14.0 9.7 40.0 
Unsure % 4.7 4.2 3.5 3.4 5.4 6.0 0.0 
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Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 4 - The 
impact of climate 
change on marine 
ecosystems and 
fisheries   

Total Unwgt 
N 

1110 285 57 207 93 453 15 

Wgt N 1107 269 31 258 121 417 11 
Mean 5.5 6.3 7.3 5.3 6.3 4.8 5.1 
Median 5.0 6.0 8.0 5.0 7.0 5.0 5.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 9.7 7.0 1.8 8.2 6.5 13.7 13.3 
1 % 3.1 1.4 1.8 1.4 0.0 6.4 0.0 
2 % 4.9 2.1 1.8 4.8 8.6 6.0 0.0 
3 % 6.6 5.6 7.0 7.2 3.2 7.5 13.3 
4 % 6.6 5.3 1.8 8.7 7.5 6.2 13.3 
5 % 20.0 18.9 12.3 25.6 12.9 19.9 20.0 
6 % 8.3 9.8 1.8 9.7 6.5 7.5 6.7 
7 % 9.6 10.2 8.8 8.7 17.2 7.9 0.0 
8 % 8.2 9.8 19.3 7.7 7.5 6.6 13.3 
9 % 3.0 1.8 7.0 2.4 7.5 2.6 0.0 
Major threat (10) % 16.0 24.9 29.8 9.7 20.4 11.9 13.3 
Unsure % 4.0 3.2 7.0 5.8 2.2 3.8 6.7 

 

Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 5 - DFO 
management of 
the fisheries   

Total Unwgt 
N 

1109 284 57 207 92 454 15 

Wgt N 1106 268 31 258 120 418 11 
Mean 7.8 7.4 6.9 6.9 7.7 8.5 8.3 
Median 9.0 8.0 7.0 8.0 8.0 10.0 9.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 3.9 4.6 5.3 6.3 2.2 2.4 0.0 
1 % 0.8 1.1 0.0 0.5 1.1 0.9 0.0 
2 % 1.7 1.4 3.5 3.9 1.1 0.4 6.7 
3 % 2.5 3.9 5.3 3.9 0.0 1.3 0.0 
4 % 2.2 3.2 1.8 4.3 2.2 0.2 0.0 
5 % 10.5 11.3 15.8 12.1 15.2 7.3 6.7 
6 % 4.9 5.6 7.0 6.3 5.4 3.3 6.7 
7 % 7.7 9.2 12.3 9.2 7.6 5.7 0.0 
8 % 12.5 10.2 7.0 15.5 15.2 11.5 20.0 
9 % 5.8 6.3 5.3 3.9 6.5 6.2 20.0 
Major threat (10) % 43.9 37.7 31.6 31.9 37.0 58.4 40.0 
Unsure % 3.7 5.6 5.3 2.4 6.5 2.4 0.0 
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Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 6 – 
Economic 
uncertainty as it 
relates to the 
price paid for the 
catch to 
fishermen  

Total Unwgt 
N 

1108 284 57 207 92 453 15 

Wgt N 1105 268 31 258 120 417 11 
Mean 6.7 7.7 6.4 7.2 7.0 5.6 5.7 
Median 7.0 8.0 6.0 7.0 7.0 6.0 7.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 4.9 1.8 1.8 1.9 3.3 9.5 0.0 
1 % 1.7 1.1 0.0 0.5 0.0 3.3 13.3 
2 % 2.5 1.4 1.8 0.5 3.3 4.2 6.7 
3 % 4.6 2.1 5.3 3.4 2.2 7.3 13.3 
4 % 4.8 2.5 5.3 4.3 6.5 6.2 0.0 
5 % 16.2 12.3 26.3 17.9 15.2 17.2 13.3 
6 % 8.9 7.7 8.8 8.7 7.6 10.4 0.0 
7 % 11.6 11.3 12.3 14.0 10.9 10.2 20.0 
8 % 11.5 9.5 17.5 13.0 18.5 9.3 20.0 
9 % 5.5 8.8 5.3 6.3 4.3 3.3 0.0 
Major threat (10) % 25.2 40.1 12.3 26.6 25.0 16.1 13.3 
Unsure % 2.6 1.4 3.5 2.9 3.3 3.1 0.0 

 

Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 7 – 
Having Indigenous 
people fish out of 
season  

Total Unwgt 
N 

1110 286 57 207 93 452 15 

Wgt N 1107 270 31 258 121 416 11 
Mean 9.7 9.6 9.6 9.8 9.6 9.9 9.7 
Median 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 1.2 2.4 1.8 1.4 2.2 0.0 0.0 
1 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 
3 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
5 % 0.7 1.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.4 6.7 
6 % 0.3 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
7 % 1.0 0.7 0.0 1.0 2.2 1.1 0.0 
8 % 2.1 2.8 7.0 1.4 1.1 2.0 0.0 
9 % 2.2 2.4 3.5 1.9 1.1 2.4 0.0 
Major threat (10) % 91.3 89.2 80.7 92.8 92.5 92.3 93.3 
Unsure % 1.0 0.3 7.0 1.0 0.0 1.3 0.0 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 8 – Are you 
confident, somewhat 
confident, somewhat 
not confident or not 
confident that the 
commercial fishery is 
sustainable as a 
resource for everyone? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1107 286 57 206 93 450 15 

Wgt N 1104 270 31 257 121 414 11 
Confident % 14.5 12.9 3.5 19.9 9.7 13.8 40.0 
Somewhat confident % 33.3 33.9 35.1 39.3 41.9 26.4 33.3 
Somewhat not confident % 15.6 15.4 22.8 10.2 16.1 18.4 13.3 
Not confident % 29.7 30.1 33.3 23.8 24.7 34.9 6.7 
Unsure % 6.9 7.7 5.3 6.8 7.5 6.4 6.7 

 

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 9 – Do you 
trust, somewhat trust, 
somewhat not trust or 
not trust the 
Government of Canada 
to make good policy 
decisions on the 
commercial fishery? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1098 282 57 206 90 448 15 

Wgt N 1094 266 31 257 117 413 11 
Trust % 0.5 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.2 0.0 
Somewhat trust % 6.2 8.2 12.3 7.3 12.2 2.2 0.0 
Somewhat not trust % 16.0 18.4 28.1 20.4 18.9 9.8 20.0 
Not trust % 75.8 68.8 57.9 71.8 65.6 87.1 80.0 
Unsure % 1.4 3.2 1.8 0.5 2.2 0.7 0.0 

  

http://www.nanosresearch.com/


 

2023-2508 Coalition Member Survey – Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations – STAT SHEET 
 

 
Nanos conducted an online survey of 1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations across Quebec and Atlantic Canada through open links, between December 

21st, 2023, and February 11th, 2024. *Columns with n values under 30 have been shaded. 
www.nanos.co 

Page 9 

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 10 - 
Why do you 
have that 
opinion? 
[OPEN] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

887 214 43 166 69 380 15 

Wgt N 883 202 23 207 90 350 11 
Decisions are made without consulting 
fishermen/decisions are made for political gain 

% 14.4 20.1 18.6 14.5 8.7 12.4 13.3 

Government/decision makers/ DFO have no 
knowledge about fishing 

% 14.3 17.3 2.3 17.5 14.5 11.6 13.3 

They allow out of season fishing/they have different 
rules for Natives/Indigenous Peoples fishing 

% 24.5 21.5 14.0 22.9 23.2 28.4 20.0 

Based on track record/performance in the past years % 8.3 5.1 18.6 7.2 8.7 9.7 20.0 
Personal experience % 2.1 2.3 4.7 1.2 2.9 2.1 0.0 
Closing of fisheries/the fisheries they manage do not 
work 

% 9.0 5.6 18.6 10.2 8.7 9.7 6.7 

Government is corrupt/focus on their own interest/ 
don't trust them 

% 5.0 2.8 0.0 4.8 8.7 5.8 0.0 

Independent fishers are not considered/they don't 
work in favour on fishermen 

% 7.3 7.9 0.0 7.2 5.8 7.6 13.3 

make good decisions/ok so far % 0.9 2.3 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.5 0.0 
DFO usually waits and see how things go/they wait 
too long to take action/are not proactive 

% 2.1 3.7 4.7 3.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 

Not enough enforcement of rules overall % 2.4 2.8 0.0 1.2 1.4 3.4 0.0 
Science is lacking/some resources are depleting and 
others are taking over/environment is changing 

% 2.5 2.8 7.0 1.8 4.3 2.1 0.0 

Inconsistent rules/quotes/size limits % 1.3 1.4 2.3 3.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 
Other % 5.5 4.2 9.3 4.8 10.1 5.0 13.3 
Unsure % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.6 1.4 0.0 0.0 
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Do you trust, somewhat trust, somewhat not trust or not trust the 
Government of Canada to make good policy decisions on the commercial 

fishery? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 Trust/somewhat trust 

Somewhat 
not trust/not 

trust Unsure 
Question 10 - 
Why do you have 
that opinion? 
[OPEN] 

Total Unwgt N 873 46 821 6 
Wgt N 869 48 815 6 

Decisions are made without consulting fishermen/decisions are made 
for political gain 

% 14.6 9.2 14.7 31.2 

Government/decision makers/ DFO have no knowledge about fishing % 14.6 6.6 15.0 15.8 
They allow out of season fishing/they have different rules for 
Natives/Indigenous Peoples fishing 

% 24.5 10.4 25.5 0.0 

Based on track record/performance in the past years % 8.5 5.0 8.8 0.0 
Personal experience % 2.1 0.0 2.2 0.0 
Closing of fisheries/the fisheries they manage do not work % 8.9 6.5 9.1 0.0 
Government is corrupt/focus on their own interest/ don't trust them % 5.0 0.0 5.4 0.0 
Independent fishers are not considered/they don't work in favour on 
fishermen 

% 7.2 4.6 7.4 0.0 

make good decisions/ok so far % 0.8 12.6 0.1 0.0 
DFO usually waits and see how things go/they wait too long to take 
action/are not proactive 

% 2.1 4.5 2.0 0.0 

Not enough enforcement of rules overall % 2.4 9.9 1.9 0.0 
Science is lacking/some resources are depleting and others are taking 
over/environment is changing 

% 2.3 1.1 2.4 0.0 

Inconsistent rules/quotes/size limits % 1.3 6.6 1.0 0.0 
Other % 5.5 17.7 4.4 53.0 
Unsure % 0.3 5.3 0.0 0.0 

  

http://www.nanosresearch.com/


 

2023-2508 Coalition Member Survey – Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations – STAT SHEET 
 

 
Nanos conducted an online survey of 1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations across Quebec and Atlantic Canada through open links, between December 

21st, 2023, and February 11th, 2024. *Columns with n values under 30 have been shaded. 
www.nanos.co 

Page 11 

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 11 - If 
you were to give a 
piece of advice to 
the Government 
of Canada on the 
commercial 
fishery what 
would that be? 
[OPEN]  

Total Unwgt 
N 

1035 259 52 195 85 429 15 

Wgt N 1032 245 28 243 110 395 11 
More consultations with fishermen/give Fishermen 
more managing power/more respect 

% 23.9 26.3 51.9 23.6 27.1 19.6 33.3 

One set of rules for all/stop special treatment of 
Indigenous fishermen/stop out of season fishing 

% 37.1 34.7 11.5 40.0 38.8 38.2 33.3 

Make science-based decisions % 1.9 2.7 1.9 1.5 0.0 2.3 0.0 
Change Minister/have people in charge that know 
about fishing 

% 3.2 2.3 0.0 4.6 0.0 3.5 26.7 

Allow hunting of seals/sea lions/do something about 
the seals 

% 1.7 2.7 3.8 1.5 1.2 1.2 0.0 

Gain real life experience/come fishing % 1.3 1.9 0.0 1.0 2.4 0.9 0.0 
Don't put anymore pressure on the stocks/limit some 
quotas (for example area 41) 

% 3.1 3.1 1.9 4.6 2.4 2.6 0.0 

Better management overall of fisheries and 
fishermen/ Do your job/ take care of 
fishery/fishermen overall 

% 5.9 8.5 11.5 3.1 4.7 6.1 6.7 

Stricter enforcement of the rules/act on reported 
violations/act now 

% 9.1 5.4 1.9 6.7 10.6 13.3 0.0 

Stay out of it, leave us alone % 2.0 2.3 1.9 3.1 1.2 1.4 0.0 
Re-open mackerel fishing/bait fishing/bass 
fisheries/herring fisheries 

% 1.1 2.3 1.9 1.0 2.4 0.0 0.0 

Support small fishermen over large corporations % 1.2 2.3 0.0 0.0 1.2 1.4 0.0 
Market price control/compensate fishermen that 
cannot fish 

% 0.2 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 

Nothing/they won't listen anyways % 0.2 0.4 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Put more emphasis on protecting the environment % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 
Keep politics out of fisheries management/resource 
management 

% 1.4 0.0 1.9 0.5 3.5 2.3 0.0 

Include all stakeholders during the decision-making 
stage/more collaboration 

% 2.7 2.3 1.9 3.1 3.5 2.6 0.0 

Be more transparent % 0.5 0.8 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
More common sense % 0.6 0.4 3.8 0.5 1.2 0.5 0.0 
Other % 1.0 0.4 1.9 2.6 0.0 0.7 0.0 
Open your eyes/be more aware of what is happening % 1.3 0.8 0.0 1.5 0.0 2.1 0.0 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 12 - 
What should 
be the top 
priorities of 
your local 
fishing 
association 
when it 
comes to 
representing 
members? 
[OPEN] 
[CAPTURE UP 
TO THREE 
MENTIONS]  

Total Unwgt 
N 

966 233 44 189 84 401 15 

Wgt N 969 220 24 236 109 369 11 
Seals/reducing number of seals % 6.2 7.7 6.8 10.6 4.8 2.7 6.7 
Indigenous fishing issues/reconciliation/stop non-
Indigenous using Indigenous license 

% 25.7 29.2 18.2 25.4 29.8 22.7 40.0 

Better price setting/profitability/work with 
buyers/know prices in advance 

% 10.2 18.5 4.5 13.8 6.0 4.7 6.7 

Represent everyone equally/the majority/listen to 
members/work with members/more votes 

% 14.6 19.7 18.2 15.9 9.5 12.5 0.0 

Illegal fishing/Poaching/Out of season fishing/foreign 
fishing/enforcing rules/more officers 

% 28.0 19.3 9.1 32.3 21.4 34.2 6.7 

Advocacy/represent interests/lobby government 
agencies 

% 19.8 16.7 18.2 12.7 20.2 26.4 13.3 

Protect for the 
future/environment/sustainability/overfishing/climate 
change 

% 15.2 13.3 38.6 14.3 17.9 14.5 20.0 

Secure/open markets for selling/marketing % 1.3 2.1 4.5 1.1 0.0 1.2 0.0 
Better communication/clear mandate/inform 
members/more meetings 

% 12.8 7.3 13.6 8.5 21.4 16.2 13.3 

Change/standardize catch size requirements/amount 
of cages 

% 4.6 9.0 2.3 5.8 2.4 2.2 0.0 

Licenses to catch own bait/bait fisheries % 3.2 1.7 2.3 8.5 3.6 0.7 0.0 
Getting licences and quotas/distributing licenses and 
quotas (e.g. Snow Crab quotas)/ensure access 

% 3.8 2.6 6.8 2.6 4.8 4.7 6.7 

Protect owner operators/stop large companies/one 
license per company 

% 6.2 1.3 0.0 4.2 2.4 11.0 40.0 

Succession planning (e.g., Incentivize young 
fishermen, lower barrier of entry) 

% 2.1 2.1 4.5 1.6 4.8 1.2 13.3 

Focus on Lobster % 1.7 5.2 4.5 0.5 1.2 0.5 0.0 
Equality in rules/regulations/seasons/quotas/zones % 6.6 7.3 9.1 6.9 4.8 6.5 6.7 
Whale regulations/issues % 7.5 4.3 11.4 15.3 8.3 3.7 13.3 
No new licenses/keep one in one out policy/preserve 
value of license 

% 2.8 1.3 9.1 4.8 4.8 1.5 0.0 

Safety/work conditions % 2.3 4.3 0.0 1.6 3.6 1.5 0.0 
Other % 8.8 9.9 9.1 6.9 6.0 10.0 13.3 
Fight for/protect fisheries/commercial fishing 
rights/the community 

% 10.3 13.3 11.4 8.5 8.3 10.2 6.7 

Affordability/more funding/support/programs/better 
insurance 

% 3.1 4.7 0.0 1.1 4.8 3.2 0.0 

Transparency/honesty/respect/leadership/rotate 
board members 

% 3.8 4.3 9.1 3.7 4.8 2.7 6.7 

Resource management/stock assessments/scientific 
studies/data 

% 7.2 9.0 11.4 6.3 11.9 5.0 6.7 

Policy changes specifically in my area/No blanket rules % 1.7 3.4 6.8 1.6 0.0 1.0 0.0 
Stop overregulation/bureaucracy/allow split 
season/Sunday fishing/boat size regulations 

% 3.2 3.0 2.3 0.0 8.3 3.5 13.3 

Doing a good job/good but powerless % 0.9 0.0 4.5 1.1 1.2 1.0 0.0 
Open Striped Bass fishing % 2.6 5.6 0.0 5.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Open Mackerel fishing % 2.2 4.7 0.0 2.6 2.4 0.5 0.0 
Keep infrastructure up to date (e.g., Wharves, 
harbours) 

% 1.5 0.9 0.0 2.1 2.4 1.0 13.3 

Fight offshore wind/oil rigs % 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.5 1.2 4.0 0.0 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Working together/unity/cooperation with other 
organizations 

% 2.4 2.6 4.5 0.0 2.4 3.7 0.0 

Mandatory membership/increase membership % 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.0 
Help herring fishers/increase Herring quota % 0.4 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Open Cod fishing % 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Have a long-term plan/vision % 0.9 1.3 2.3 0.0 1.2 1.0 0.0 
Unsure % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 

*Values are based on the percentage of positive responses to a specific response option (columns exceed 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses  

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 12 - 
What should be 
the top priorities 
of your local 
fishing association 
when it comes to 
representing 
members? [OPEN] 
[CAPTURE UP TO 
THREE 
MENTIONS] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

2191 552 107 429 190 876 37 

Wgt N 2195 522 58 535 247 807 26 
Seals/reducing number of seals % 2.7 3.3 2.8 4.7 2.1 1.3 2.7 
Indigenous fishing issues/reconciliation/stop non-
Indigenous using Indigenous license 

% 11.3 12.3 7.5 11.2 13.2 10.4 16.2 

Better price setting/profitability/work with 
buyers/know prices in advance 

% 4.5 7.8 1.9 6.1 2.6 2.2 2.7 

Represent everyone equally/the majority/listen to 
members/work with members/more votes 

% 6.5 8.3 7.5 7.0 4.2 5.7 0.0 

Illegal fishing/Poaching/Out of season fishing/foreign 
fishing/enforcing rules/more officers 

% 12.3 8.2 3.7 14.2 9.5 15.6 2.7 

Advocacy/represent interests/lobby government 
agencies 

% 8.8 7.1 7.5 5.6 8.9 12.1 5.4 

Protect for the 
future/environment/sustainability/overfishing/climate 
change 

% 6.7 5.6 15.9 6.3 7.9 6.6 8.1 

Secure/open markets for selling/marketing % 0.6 0.9 1.9 0.5 0.0 0.6 0.0 
Better communication/clear mandate/inform 
members/more meetings 

% 5.6 3.1 5.6 3.7 9.5 7.4 5.4 

Change/standardize catch size requirements/amount 
of cages 

% 2.1 3.8 0.9 2.6 1.1 1.0 0.0 

Licenses to catch own bait/bait fisheries % 1.4 0.7 0.9 3.7 1.6 0.3 0.0 
Getting licences and quotas/distributing licenses and 
quotas (e.g. Snow Crab quotas)/ensure access 

% 1.7 1.1 2.8 1.2 2.1 2.2 2.7 

Protect owner operators/stop large companies/one 
license per company 

% 2.7 0.5 0.0 1.9 1.1 5.0 16.2 

Succession planning (e.g., Incentivize young 
fishermen, lower barrier of entry) 

% 0.9 0.9 1.9 0.7 2.1 0.6 5.4 

Focus on Lobster % 0.8 2.2 1.9 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.0 
Equality in rules/regulations/seasons/quotas/zones % 2.9 3.1 3.7 3.0 2.1 3.0 2.7 
Whale regulations/issues % 3.3 1.8 4.7 6.8 3.7 1.7 5.4 
No new licenses/keep one in one out policy/preserve 
value of license 

% 1.2 0.5 3.7 2.1 2.1 0.7 0.0 

Safety/work conditions % 1.0 1.8 0.0 0.7 1.6 0.7 0.0 
Other % 3.9 4.2 3.7 3.0 2.6 4.6 5.4 
Fight for/protect fisheries/commercial fishing 
rights/the community 

% 4.5 5.6 4.7 3.7 3.7 4.7 2.7 

Affordability/more funding/support/programs/better 
insurance 

% 1.4 2.0 0.0 0.5 2.1 1.5 0.0 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Transparency/honesty/respect/leadership/rotate 
board members 

% 1.7 1.8 3.7 1.6 2.1 1.3 2.7 

Resource management/stock assessments/scientific 
studies/data 

% 3.2 3.8 4.7 2.8 5.3 2.3 2.7 

Policy changes specifically in my area/No blanket rules % 0.8 1.4 2.8 0.7 0.0 0.5 0.0 
Stop overregulation/bureaucracy/allow split 
season/Sunday fishing/boat size regulations 

% 1.4 1.3 0.9 0.0 3.7 1.6 5.4 

Doing a good job/good but powerless % 0.4 0.0 1.9 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.0 
Open Striped Bass fishing % 1.1 2.4 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Open Mackerel fishing % 1.0 2.0 0.0 1.2 1.1 0.2 0.0 
Keep infrastructure up to date (e.g., Wharves, 
harbours) 

% 0.7 0.4 0.0 0.9 1.1 0.5 5.4 

Fight offshore wind/oil rigs % 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.5 1.8 0.0 
Working together/unity/cooperation with other 
organizations 

% 1.1 1.1 1.9 0.0 1.1 1.7 0.0 

Mandatory membership/increase membership % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 
Help herring fishers/increase Herring quota % 0.2 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0 
Open Cod fishing % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.1 0.0 
Have a long-term plan/vision % 0.4 0.5 0.9 0.0 0.5 0.5 0.0 
Unsure % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 

*Values are based on the proportion an activity represents of all response options (columns add up to 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses   
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 13 - 
What is the 
best approach 
to keep the 
fishery 
sustainable?  
[OPEN]  

Total Unwgt 
N 

985 240 45 189 82 415 14 

Wgt N 986 227 24 236 107 382 10 
More officers on the water/more enforcement of 
rules 

% 7.4 5.8 0.0 5.3 6.1 10.4 7.1 

Conservation of stocks and protection of endangered 
species 

% 8.6 10.8 26.7 5.3 9.8 8.0 7.1 

Regulated fishing seasons for all/stop off-season 
fishing of Indigenous fishermen 

% 25.7 26.3 0.0 30.7 24.4 24.6 14.3 

Use more landings data % 0.4 0.4 2.2 0.0 2.4 0.0 0.0 
Equal quotas, rules and regulation for all licenses 
holders (Indigenous and non-Indigenous) 

% 11.6 6.7 6.7 11.6 9.8 15.7 0.0 

Stop illegal fishing, poaching and overfishing % 6.4 6.3 8.9 5.3 3.7 8.0 0.0 
Maintain or decrease current licenses holders/do not 
issue new licences 

% 4.4 2.1 4.4 5.3 7.3 4.3 7.1 

Stop fishing canner lobsters/increased management 
of lobster (quotas, size of cages, etc.) 

% 2.1 3.3 0.0 3.2 1.2 1.2 0.0 

Continue doing the same thing/ doing a good job now % 1.3 0.8 4.4 2.1 1.2 1.0 0.0 
Proper communication, planning and non bias 
management 

% 2.8 2.9 2.2 3.7 3.7 1.9 0.0 

Listen to and include fishermen in decision making 
processes with all stakeholders 

% 5.8 7.9 0.0 6.3 13.4 2.4 7.1 

Respecting laws and regulations that are in place % 1.1 0.4 2.2 1.6 1.2 1.2 0.0 
Size or quotas limitations (unspecified) % 3.0 5.4 6.7 2.1 2.4 1.9 7.1 
Fixed price/ limited buy-back % 0.8 1.3 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Monitoring seal overpopulation and other predator 
populations 

% 1.8 4.6 11.1 0.5 0.0 0.7 7.1 

More owner-operators % 0.9 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.2 1.2 21.4 
Increase knowledge on resources/ education % 0.1 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Keep big businesses out % 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.7 0.0 
Other % 5.5 6.7 11.1 5.3 2.4 5.3 7.1 
Manage fishing methods and techniques/reduce traps % 3.0 2.5 0.0 2.1 3.7 3.9 0.0 
Diversify our fisheries % 0.3 0.4 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.2 7.1 
Less political and more science-based decision making % 3.7 2.1 6.7 3.7 4.9 4.1 7.1 
New management/Change the Minister of Fisheries % 0.8 0.4 2.2 1.1 0.0 1.0 0.0 
Remove/ stop Indigenous fisheries % 1.9 2.1 2.2 2.6 1.2 1.4 0.0 
Limit time on water % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Unsure % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 14 - Are 
you satisfied, 
somewhat satisfied, 
somewhat 
dissatisfied or 
dissatisfied with 
your local federal 
MP in terms of 
representing the 
needs of fishermen? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1102 285 56 204 92 450 15 

Wgt N 1099 269 30 254 120 414 11 
Satisfied % 4.6 3.9 1.8 1.5 2.2 8.0 0.0 
Somewhat satisfied % 18.2 14.7 19.6 18.1 18.5 20.7 6.7 
Somewhat dissatisfied % 19.0 22.1 21.4 20.6 17.4 15.8 40.0 
Dissatisfied % 52.1 52.6 50.0 55.4 57.6 48.9 33.3 
Unsure % 6.0 6.7 7.1 4.4 4.3 6.7 20.0 

 

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 15 - 
Which 
political 
party do you 
usually vote 
for in federal 
elections 
locally? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1033 259 56 193 82 429 14 

Wgt N 1027 245 30 241 107 395 10 
Bloc Quebecois % 1.1 0.0 30.4 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Conservative Party of Canada % 36.2 20.8 5.4 30.1 45.1 49.4 35.7 
Green Party of Canada % 1.2 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Liberal Party of Canada % 21.9 29.3 39.3 21.2 17.1 17.9 14.3 
New Democratic Party of Canada % 0.7 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.2 0.9 0.0 
People’s Party of Canada % 0.4 0.4 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 
I vote for a number of parties % 38.5 43.6 25.0 47.2 36.6 31.2 50.0 

 

  

Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 16 - 
Which 
federal 
political 
party do you 
trust most to 
manage the 
commercial 
fishery? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1063 268 54 199 85 442 15 

Wgt N 1059 253 29 248 110 407 11 
Bloc Quebecois % 0.8 0.0 16.7 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Conservative Party of Canada % 35.8 25.4 14.8 33.7 36.5 45.2 26.7 
Green Party of Canada % 0.7 2.2 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.0 
Liberal Party of Canada % 4.5 11.2 13.0 3.0 3.5 0.9 6.7 
New Democratic Party of Canada % 0.8 1.5 0.0 0.0 3.5 0.2 0.0 
People’s Party of Canada % 0.8 1.1 0.0 0.5 1.2 0.7 0.0 
I trust none of them % 56.5 58.6 55.6 60.8 55.3 52.7 66.7 
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Survey 

Aggregate 
2024-02 MFU Members 

RPPSG 
Members 

PEIFA 
Members 

GNSFPB 
Members 

UFCA 
Members 

Grand 
Manan 

Members 
Question 17 - Are you 
likely, somewhat likely, 
somewhat not likely or 
not likely to vote in 
favour of a candidate 
or party you trusted to 
manage the 
commercial fishery 
even if it was not your 
usual vote choice? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1092 281 56 202 91 447 15 

Wgt N 1088 266 30 252 118 412 11 
Likely % 38.1 37.7 35.7 35.6 37.4 39.4 66.7 
Somewhat likely % 23.9 20.3 26.8 25.7 30.8 23.5 6.7 
Somewhat not likely % 5.6 6.4 8.9 6.9 6.6 3.6 6.7 
Not likely % 12.3 12.8 10.7 10.4 11.0 13.6 6.7 
Unsure % 20.2 22.8 17.9 21.3 14.3 19.9 13.3 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green Party 
of Canada 

Liberal Party 
of Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote for a 
number of 

parties 
Question – For how 
many years have you 
been running your own 
fishing enterprise? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1010 18 363 13 227 7 4 378 

Wgt N 1004 10 366 12 221 7 4 384 
Mean 19.6 18.3 15.9 25.2 22.3 22.5 16.0 21.5 
Median 17.0 17.0 14.0 26.0 22.0 17.0 15.0 20.0 

1.0 % 1.6 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.5 
2.0 % 2.3 0.0 3.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 
3.0 % 3.0 10.7 3.4 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 3.9 
4.0 % 3.3 5.3 4.1 0.0 2.8 0.0 0.0 2.9 
5.0 % 4.7 5.3 8.0 0.0 2.1 0.0 0.0 3.3 
6.0 % 4.5 0.0 4.9 0.0 5.1 13.7 0.0 4.1 
7.0 % 2.7 0.0 3.5 0.0 1.8 0.0 0.0 2.7 
7.5 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.8 0.0 
8.0 % 3.5 0.0 3.6 0.0 3.4 0.0 0.0 3.8 
9.0 % 2.3 0.0 2.9 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 2.7 
10.0 % 4.5 2.2 6.3 0.0 4.3 0.0 0.0 3.1 
11.0 % 1.7 0.0 0.8 15.4 2.4 0.0 0.0 1.9 
12.0 % 2.3 0.0 2.7 0.0 1.8 18.9 23.4 1.9 
13.0 % 2.3 5.3 3.5 0.0 1.2 13.4 0.0 1.6 
14.0 % 3.0 0.0 4.5 0.0 3.2 0.0 0.0 1.8 
15.0 % 3.7 5.3 4.1 7.7 2.9 0.0 30.9 3.3 
16.0 % 2.1 5.3 2.9 15.4 2.4 0.0 0.0 0.7 
17.0 % 3.0 16.0 2.3 0.0 4.2 13.4 0.0 2.5 
18.0 % 1.8 0.0 1.7 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 1.9 
19.0 % 0.7 0.0 0.8 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
20.0 % 4.1 17.6 4.3 7.7 3.1 0.0 0.0 4.0 
21.0 % 1.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 1.3 13.4 0.0 2.2 
22.0 % 1.5 5.3 1.5 0.0 2.2 0.0 0.0 1.0 
23.0 % 1.5 0.0 1.4 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 1.2 
24.0 % 1.7 0.0 0.5 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 2.6 
25.0 % 5.2 5.3 4.0 0.0 5.4 0.0 0.0 6.4 
26.0 % 2.2 0.0 2.5 15.4 2.2 0.0 0.0 1.6 
27.0 % 2.0 0.0 1.8 0.0 3.7 0.0 0.0 1.4 
28.0 % 2.3 0.0 1.5 0.0 2.7 0.0 0.0 2.9 
29.0 % 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 0.8 
30.0 % 5.4 0.0 4.5 0.0 5.3 0.0 22.8 6.5 
31.0 % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.5 
32.0 % 0.9 0.0 1.1 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.5 
33.0 % 1.4 0.0 1.4 0.0 2.8 0.0 0.0 0.8 
34.0 % 1.0 0.0 0.5 15.4 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.7 
35.0 % 2.1 5.3 2.6 0.0 2.4 0.0 0.0 1.6 
36.0 % 0.4 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
37.0 % 0.5 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.9 
38.0 % 1.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.9 
39.0 % 0.6 0.0 0.3 15.4 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 
40.0 % 3.5 10.7 1.6 0.0 3.9 0.0 0.0 5.1 
41.0 % 0.5 0.0 0.6 7.7 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
42.0 % 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.0 1.3 0.0 0.0 1.2 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green Party 
of Canada 

Liberal Party 
of Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote for a 
number of 

parties 
43.0 % 1.1 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0 1.5 
44.0 % 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 2.0 
45.0 % 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.4 13.7 0.0 1.5 
46.0 % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.2 
47.0 % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
48.0 % 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 13.4 0.0 0.6 
49.0 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 
50.0 % 0.7 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.3 
51.0 % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.3 
55.0 % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.5 
59.0 % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
60.0 % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 1 - 
What are the top 
two threats to 
the commercial 
fishery today? 
[OPEN][CAPTURE 
UP TO TWO 
MENTIONS] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1015 18 367 11 225 7 4 383 

Wgt N 1010 11 370 10 218 7 4 389 
Indigenous fisheries/agreements % 34.0 20.9 36.7 9.1 35.2 45.7 30.9 31.6 
Whales % 5.2 4.9 5.1 0.0 7.3 0.0 0.0 4.4 
Stripe bass % 7.7 9.7 5.0 0.0 9.7 0.0 0.0 9.5 
Not being able to fish bait anymore (mackerel, 
herring, etc.) 

% 2.0 4.9 1.2 0.0 2.7 0.0 0.0 2.5 

Overfishing/big corporations % 12.3 30.6 11.2 9.1 8.4 13.4 0.0 15.2 
Illegal fishing/out of season (not specified if 
Indigenous) 

% 30.1 0.0 37.9 18.2 24.7 13.4 0.0 27.5 

Climate change/pollution/storms % 12.2 9.7 8.6 18.2 16.9 40.5 0.0 12.4 
Foreign ownership of companies % 1.5 0.0 1.7 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.4 
Conservation % 3.1 9.7 2.6 0.0 2.9 0.0 0.0 3.7 
DFO regulations/management/lack of 
enforcement 

% 14.4 14.6 13.7 0.0 20.0 27.5 22.8 12.0 

Cost/Market prices % 5.4 0.0 4.1 27.3 3.5 0.0 23.4 7.3 
Food fishery % 4.2 0.0 3.3 18.2 4.7 0.0 0.0 4.6 
The government/politics % 11.1 4.9 13.5 9.1 7.3 0.0 46.3 11.0 
Seal % 15.7 34.0 10.2 36.4 19.5 32.7 30.9 17.3 
Lobster/retention of female lobsters/lobster 
size/stock 

% 2.9 0.0 3.3 0.0 2.6 0.0 0.0 2.9 

Activists % 1.1 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 
Predators (general) % 1.1 14.6 0.5 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.2 
Ghost gear % 0.8 0.0 1.1 0.0 1.4 13.4 0.0 0.0 
Poaching % 4.5 4.9 4.3 9.1 3.4 0.0 0.0 5.3 
Other % 3.1 11.1 2.8 0.0 3.6 0.0 0.0 3.0 
The union/PEIFA % 0.6 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 
Offshore wind turbines % 2.0 0.0 2.3 0.0 3.5 0.0 0.0 0.9 
Too many licences/corporate control of 
licences/licence leasing 

% 2.3 4.9 2.1 0.0 2.4 0.0 0.0 2.5 

Quotas % 1.4 0.0 2.6 0.0 0.4 0.0 22.8 0.8 
Scientists/Lack of research/outdated/invalid 
science 

% 1.5 0.0 2.1 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 

Clearwater % 0.9 0.0 1.5 0.0 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.2 
Increase in groundfish (Cod, Halibut, Haddock) % 1.5 0.0 2.9 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Too much effort/too much pressure % 0.8 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 1.3 
Fishing draggers/destroying the seabed/size of 
boats 

% 0.8 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.4 

Invasive species/scarcity of fish stocks % 1.1 4.9 0.7 9.1 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.0 
Aquaculture/open salmon farming % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
Lack of consultation with fishermen % 0.5 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.7 

*Values are based on the percentage of positive responses to a specific response option (columns exceed 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses  

http://www.nanosresearch.com/


 

2023-2508 Coalition Member Survey – Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations – Tabulations by Vote 
 

 
Nanos conducted an online survey of 1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations across Quebec and Atlantic Canada through open links, between December 

21st, 2023, and February 11th, 2024. *Columns with n values under 30 have been shaded. 
www.nanos.co 

Page 21 
 

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 1 - 
What are the top 
two threats to 
the commercial 
fishery today? 
[OPEN][CAPTURE 
UP TO TWO 
MENTIONS] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1888 34 679 18 427 13 7 710 

Wgt N 1879 21 684 17 414 13 7 723 
Indigenous fisheries/agreements % 18.3 11.3 19.8 5.6 18.5 24.5 17.5 17.0 
Whales % 2.8 2.6 2.7 0.0 3.8 0.0 0.0 2.4 
Stripe bass % 4.1 5.3 2.7 0.0 5.1 0.0 0.0 5.1 
Not being able to fish bait anymore (mackerel, 
herring, etc.) 

% 1.1 2.6 0.6 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.3 

Overfishing/big corporations % 6.6 16.6 6.0 5.6 4.4 7.2 0.0 8.2 
Illegal fishing/out of season (not specified if 
Indigenous) 

% 16.2 0.0 20.5 11.1 13.0 7.2 0.0 14.8 

Climate change/pollution/storms % 6.5 5.3 4.7 11.1 8.9 21.7 0.0 6.7 
Foreign ownership of companies % 0.8 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Conservation % 1.7 5.3 1.4 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 2.0 
DFO regulations/management/lack of 
enforcement 

% 7.7 7.9 7.4 0.0 10.5 14.7 12.9 6.5 

Cost/Market prices % 2.9 0.0 2.2 16.7 1.8 0.0 13.2 3.9 
Food fishery % 2.3 0.0 1.8 11.1 2.5 0.0 0.0 2.5 
The government/politics % 6.0 2.6 7.3 5.6 3.9 0.0 26.1 5.9 
Seal % 8.4 18.5 5.5 22.2 10.3 17.5 17.5 9.3 
Lobster/retention of female lobsters/lobster 
size/stock 

% 1.5 0.0 1.8 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.5 

Activists % 0.6 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 
Predators (general) % 0.6 7.9 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Ghost gear % 0.4 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.7 7.2 0.0 0.0 
Poaching % 2.4 2.6 2.4 5.6 1.8 0.0 0.0 2.9 
Other % 1.7 6.1 1.5 0.0 1.9 0.0 0.0 1.6 
The union/PEIFA % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 
Offshore wind turbines % 1.1 0.0 1.3 0.0 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.5 
Too many licences/corporate control of 
licences/licence leasing 

% 1.2 2.6 1.2 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 1.3 

Quotas % 0.8 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.2 0.0 12.9 0.4 
Scientists/Lack of research/outdated/invalid 
science 

% 0.8 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.6 

Clearwater % 0.5 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.1 
Increase in groundfish (Cod, Halibut, Haddock) % 0.8 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.4 
Too much effort/too much pressure % 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Fishing draggers/destroying the seabed/size of 
boats 

% 0.4 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.8 

Invasive species/scarcity of fish stocks % 0.6 2.6 0.4 5.6 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.5 
Aquaculture/open salmon farming % 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 
Lack of consultation with fishermen % 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.4 

*Values are based on the proportion an activity represents of all response options (columns add up to 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses  
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Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 2 
– The 
expansion 
of the 
Indigenous 
fishery 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1031 19 369 13 231 7 4 388 

Wgt N 1026 12 372 12 224 7 4 394 
Mean 9.1 8.4 9.2 8.3 9.1 8.5 8.8 9.0 
Median 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 1.7 10.6 1.8 7.7 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.4 
1 % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 
2 % 0.5 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 
3 % 1.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 1.7 
4 % 0.5 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.8 
5 % 4.2 4.6 2.8 0.0 3.1 13.4 23.4 5.9 
6 % 2.0 0.0 1.4 7.7 2.6 0.0 0.0 2.2 
7 % 4.0 0.0 4.0 15.4 4.9 27.5 0.0 3.0 
8 % 5.5 9.3 4.4 7.7 8.2 0.0 0.0 5.0 
9 % 4.3 9.3 3.9 0.0 3.7 0.0 0.0 5.0 
Major threat (10) % 73.7 66.2 77.3 61.5 73.3 59.1 76.6 71.4 
Unsure % 2.1 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 3.5 

 

Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 
3 – North 
Atlantic 
Right 
Whales 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1030 19 369 13 230 7 4 388 

Wgt N 1025 12 372 12 224 7 4 394 
Mean 4.7 5.6 4.2 5.5 4.9 2.8 4.8 4.9 
Median 5.0 6.0 3.0 5.0 5.0 0.0 3.0 5.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 25.6 19.9 32.7 7.7 20.0 53.9 23.4 22.4 
1 % 4.4 0.0 4.5 0.0 4.1 0.0 0.0 4.8 
2 % 5.2 0.0 4.2 15.4 5.9 13.4 0.0 5.4 
3 % 6.3 0.0 6.7 0.0 8.1 0.0 30.9 5.3 
4 % 3.2 0.0 3.4 7.7 4.3 0.0 0.0 2.5 
5 % 11.3 18.5 9.6 23.1 12.5 0.0 0.0 11.9 
6 % 4.8 13.9 3.9 0.0 6.9 13.7 0.0 4.3 
7 % 6.5 13.9 4.0 0.0 10.3 0.0 22.8 6.7 
8 % 5.6 9.3 6.3 7.7 3.3 0.0 0.0 6.2 
9 % 3.4 10.6 3.0 0.0 3.6 18.9 0.0 3.3 
Major threat (10) % 19.1 9.3 17.7 23.1 18.7 0.0 22.8 21.1 
Unsure % 4.5 4.6 4.0 15.4 2.5 0.0 0.0 5.9 
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Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 4 
– The 
impact of 
climate 
change on 
marine 
ecosystems 
and 
fisheries   

Total Unwgt 
N 

1029 19 369 13 231 7 4 386 

Wgt N 1024 12 372 12 224 7 4 392 
Mean 5.5 6.7 4.6 6.0 6.0 7.2 3.9 5.9 
Median 5.0 8.0 5.0 6.0 6.0 8.0 3.0 6.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 9.8 10.6 13.7 7.7 9.7 13.4 23.4 5.9 
1 % 3.2 0.0 3.2 7.7 3.9 0.0 0.0 2.8 
2 % 5.0 4.6 7.5 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 5.1 
3 % 6.3 9.3 8.1 0.0 2.4 0.0 53.7 6.5 
4 % 6.9 0.0 9.9 0.0 7.0 0.0 0.0 4.6 
5 % 20.3 4.6 20.4 23.1 18.3 0.0 0.0 22.4 
6 % 8.7 4.6 7.4 15.4 10.5 13.4 0.0 8.8 
7 % 9.6 9.3 9.3 7.7 8.9 13.7 0.0 10.3 
8 % 8.1 9.3 6.2 7.7 11.7 13.7 0.0 7.9 
9 % 2.9 19.9 1.9 7.7 4.2 18.9 0.0 2.2 
Major threat (10) % 15.4 23.2 8.6 15.4 19.4 26.8 22.8 19.0 
Unsure % 3.8 4.6 3.8 7.7 2.4 0.0 0.0 4.5 

 

Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 5 - 
DFO 
management 
of the 
fisheries 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1028 19 368 13 230 7 4 387 

Wgt N 1022 12 371 12 224 7 4 393 
Mean 7.8 6.3 8.1 6.5 7.9 7.4 8.8 7.6 
Median 9.0 7.0 10.0 5.0 9.0 8.0 9.0 9.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 3.5 19.9 3.2 0.0 2.4 13.4 0.0 4.0 
1 % 0.8 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 
2 % 1.8 0.0 1.7 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0 2.2 
3 % 2.7 4.6 2.3 7.7 2.5 0.0 0.0 3.0 
4 % 2.1 0.0 1.8 15.4 2.4 0.0 0.0 2.0 
5 % 9.8 18.5 6.2 23.1 9.9 0.0 0.0 12.6 
6 % 4.9 0.0 4.9 7.7 5.5 18.9 0.0 4.4 
7 % 8.1 9.3 8.3 0.0 10.7 0.0 30.9 6.6 
8 % 11.8 4.6 13.1 0.0 13.5 27.5 0.0 10.0 
9 % 6.0 4.6 5.6 0.0 6.4 0.0 23.4 6.3 
Major threat (10) % 45.2 38.4 50.8 30.8 42.4 40.2 45.7 42.1 
Unsure % 3.3 0.0 1.5 15.4 2.7 0.0 0.0 5.1 
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Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 6 
– Economic 
uncertainty 
as it relates 
to the 
price paid 
for the 
catch to 
fishermen  

Total Unwgt 
N 

1027 19 369 13 230 7 4 385 

Wgt N 1021 12 372 12 224 7 4 391 
Mean 6.6 7.2 6.2 9.1 6.4 7.7 6.9 7.1 
Median 7.0 8.0 6.0 10.0 7.0 8.0 5.0 7.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 5.1 0.0 5.2 0.0 8.6 0.0 0.0 3.5 
1 % 1.9 0.0 2.1 0.0 3.3 0.0 0.0 1.1 
2 % 2.3 0.0 3.4 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 1.2 
3 % 4.8 4.6 6.9 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 4.1 
4 % 4.8 4.6 6.8 0.0 4.6 0.0 22.8 3.0 
5 % 16.6 18.5 16.8 0.0 16.2 26.8 30.9 16.8 
6 % 9.2 13.9 9.9 7.7 7.8 0.0 0.0 9.4 
7 % 11.5 4.6 12.2 15.4 12.5 13.7 0.0 10.3 
8 % 11.2 18.5 9.9 7.7 11.4 18.9 0.0 12.3 
9 % 5.5 4.6 3.6 0.0 4.9 13.4 23.4 7.4 
Major threat (10) % 24.9 25.9 20.0 69.2 24.7 27.1 22.8 28.4 
Unsure % 2.2 4.6 3.2 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 2.4 

 

Please rate the following as potential threats where 0 is not a threat at all and 10 is a major threat [RANDOMIZE]  

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 7 
– Having 
Indigenous 
people 
fish out of 
season 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1029 19 367 13 231 7 4 388 

Wgt N 1024 12 370 12 224 7 4 394 
Mean 9.7 8.6 9.8 8.5 9.6 9.9 9.8 9.8 
Median 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 

Not at threat at all (0) % 1.2 10.6 1.2 7.7 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.3 
1 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 
3 % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 
5 % 0.6 0.0 0.0 7.7 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.9 
6 % 0.3 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 
7 % 1.0 0.0 1.4 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 
8 % 2.0 9.3 0.2 7.7 3.3 0.0 0.0 2.7 
9 % 2.2 4.6 1.2 15.4 1.4 13.7 23.4 2.7 
Major threat (10) % 91.5 70.8 95.2 61.5 90.3 86.3 76.6 90.4 
Unsure % 1.0 4.6 0.5 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 1.5 

  

http://www.nanosresearch.com/


 

2023-2508 Coalition Member Survey – Coalition of Atlantic and Quebec Fishing Organizations – Tabulations by Vote 
 

 
Nanos conducted an online survey of 1,092 members of commercial fishing organizations across Quebec and Atlantic Canada through open links, between December 

21st, 2023, and February 11th, 2024. *Columns with n values under 30 have been shaded. 
www.nanos.co 

Page 26 
 

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 8 – Are you 
confident, 
somewhat 
confident, 
somewhat not 
confident or not 
confident that the 
commercial fishery 
is sustainable as a 
resource for 
everyone? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1026 19 366 13 232 7 4 385 

Wgt N 1021 12 369 12 225 7 4 391 
Confident % 14.4 0.0 13.3 7.7 11.9 13.4 30.9 17.5 
Somewhat confident % 33.1 18.5 35.1 46.2 32.8 46.4 23.4 31.4 
Somewhat not confident % 15.4 27.8 15.4 15.4 14.9 13.4 0.0 15.5 
Not confident % 30.5 44.4 28.6 15.4 36.1 26.8 45.7 29.1 
Unsure % 6.5 9.3 7.7 15.4 4.3 0.0 0.0 6.5 

 

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 9 - Do 
you trust, 
somewhat trust, 
somewhat not 
trust or not trust 
the Government 
of Canada to 
make good policy 
decisions on the 
commercial 
fishery? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1018 19 364 13 232 7 4 379 

Wgt N 1012 12 366 12 225 7 4 386 
Trust % 0.6 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Somewhat trust % 6.2 4.6 2.4 7.7 10.5 13.4 30.9 6.8 
Somewhat not trust % 15.7 23.2 13.4 15.4 19.4 13.7 0.0 15.6 
Not trust % 76.4 67.6 83.3 61.5 68.8 72.9 69.1 75.3 
Unsure % 1.1 4.6 0.5 15.4 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.6 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 
10 - Why 
do you 
have that 
opinion? 
[OPEN]  

Total Unwgt 
N 

835 12 291 9 192 6 2 323 

Wgt N 830 7 292 9 186 6 2 328 
Decisions are made without consulting 
fishermen/decisions are made for political gain 

% 14.5 22.6 14.6 0.0 16.3 0.0 0.0 13.9 

Government/decision makers/ DFO have no 
knowledge about fishing 

% 14.0 0.0 12.9 22.2 11.4 37.5 0.0 16.1 

They allow out of season fishing/they have 
different rules for Natives/Indigenous Peoples 
fishing 

% 24.4 17.3 23.8 0.0 30.8 0.0 0.0 22.6 

Based on track record/performance in the past 
years 

% 8.7 7.5 8.6 0.0 5.7 0.0 0.0 10.8 

Personal experience % 2.0 0.0 2.8 22.2 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 
Closing of fisheries/the fisheries they manage do 
not work 

% 9.4 37.6 9.6 11.1 7.7 15.5 0.0 9.5 

Government is corrupt/focus on their own 
interest/ don't trust them 

% 4.8 0.0 7.5 0.0 3.4 0.0 50.0 3.2 

Independent fishers are not considered/they 
don't work in favour on fishermen 

% 7.3 0.0 7.7 22.2 7.2 15.5 0.0 6.5 

make good decisions/ok so far % 0.9 0.0 0.8 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.1 
DFO usually waits and see how things go/they 
wait too long to take action/are not proactive 

% 2.1 0.0 0.8 0.0 5.2 0.0 50.0 1.5 

Not enough enforcement of rules overall % 2.6 0.0 1.1 22.2 3.2 31.5 0.0 2.6 
Science is lacking/some resources are depleting 
and others are taking over/environment is 
changing 

% 2.4 7.5 2.3 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 2.8 

Inconsistent rules/quotes/size limits % 1.1 7.5 1.2 0.0 1.7 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Other % 5.5 0.0 5.9 0.0 3.5 0.0 0.0 6.6 
Unsure % 0.3 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 
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Do you trust, somewhat trust, somewhat not trust or not trust the 
Government of Canada to make good policy decisions on the commercial 

fishery? 
Aggregate 
2024-02 Trust/somewhat trust 

Somewhat not 
trust/not trust Unsure 

Question 10 - 
Why do you 
have that 
opinion? [OPEN]   

Total Unwgt N 873 46 821 6 
Wgt N 869 48 815 6 

Decisions are made without consulting fishermen/decisions are made 
for political gain 

% 14.6 9.2 14.7 31.2 

Government/decision makers/ DFO have no knowledge about fishing % 14.6 6.6 15.0 15.8 
They allow out of season fishing/they have different rules for 
Natives/Indigenous Peoples fishing 

% 24.5 10.4 25.5 0.0 

Based on track record/performance in the past years % 8.5 5.0 8.8 0.0 
Personal experience % 2.1 0.0 2.2 0.0 
Closing of fisheries/the fisheries they manage do not work % 8.9 6.5 9.1 0.0 
Government is corrupt/focus on their own interest/ don't trust them % 5.0 0.0 5.4 0.0 
Independent fishers are not considered/they don't work in favour on 
fishermen 

% 7.2 4.6 7.4 0.0 

make good decisions/ok so far % 0.8 12.6 0.1 0.0 
DFO usually waits and see how things go/they wait too long to take 
action/are not proactive 

% 2.1 4.5 2.0 0.0 

Not enough enforcement of rules overall % 2.4 9.9 1.9 0.0 
Science is lacking/some resources are depleting and others are taking 
over/environment is changing 

% 2.3 1.1 2.4 0.0 

Inconsistent rules/quotes/size limits % 1.3 6.6 1.0 0.0 
Other % 5.5 17.7 4.4 53.0 
Unsure % 0.3 5.3 0.0 0.0 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 11 - 
If you were to 
give a piece of 
advice to the 
Government 
of Canada on 
the 
commercial 
fishery what 
would that be? 
[OPEN]   

Total Unwgt 
N 

968 18 348 11 215 6 4 366 

Wgt N 963 11 350 10 208 6 4 373 
More consultations with fishermen/give Fishermen 
more managing power/more respect 

% 23.8 53.4 25.7 18.2 21.5 46.8 0.0 22.5 

One set of rules for all/stop special treatment of 
Indigenous fishermen/stop out of season fishing 

% 37.3 16.0 43.5 36.4 33.5 0.0 30.9 34.9 

Make science-based decisions % 2.0 0.0 1.8 0.0 1.8 0.0 0.0 2.6 
Change Minister/have people in charge that know 
about fishing 

% 3.4 0.0 3.7 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 4.4 

Allow hunting of seals/sea lions/do something 
about the seals 

% 1.8 4.9 0.9 18.2 2.7 0.0 0.0 1.7 

Gain real life experience/come fishing % 1.0 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.8 
Don't put anymore pressure on the stocks/limit 
some quotas (for example area 41) 

% 3.2 0.0 0.8 9.1 6.4 0.0 0.0 3.8 

Better management overall of fisheries and 
fishermen/ Do your job/ take care of 
fishery/fishermen overall 

% 5.9 9.7 5.0 0.0 5.8 31.3 0.0 6.3 

Stricter enforcement of the rules/act on reported 
violations/act now 

% 9.4 0.0 7.0 9.1 14.6 0.0 22.8 9.0 

Stay out of it, leave us alone % 1.9 0.0 1.1 9.1 0.9 0.0 23.4 3.0 
Re-open mackerel fishing/bait fishing/bass 
fisheries/herring fisheries 

% 1.2 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 1.3 

Support small fishermen over large corporations % 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.8 2.2 
Market price control/compensate fishermen that 
cannot fish 

% 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 

Nothing/they won't listen anyways % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Put more emphasis on protecting the environment % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 
Keep politics out of fisheries management/resource 
management 

% 1.4 0.0 1.4 0.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 

Include all stakeholders during the decision-making 
stage/more collaboration 

% 2.4 4.9 1.2 0.0 3.6 21.8 0.0 2.6 

Be more transparent % 0.5 0.0 0.6 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 
More common sense % 0.7 0.0 0.4 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 
Other % 1.1 11.1 1.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.3 
Open your eyes/be more aware of what is 
happening 

% 1.4 0.0 2.2 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.8 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 

Question 12 
– What 
should be 
the top 
priorities of 
your local 
fishing 
association 
when it 
comes to 
representing 
members? 
[OPEN] 
[CAPTURE 
UP TO 
THREE 
MENTIONS] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

906 13 332 8 203 5 3 342 

Wgt N 906 8 335 8 198 5 3 350 
Seals/reducing number of seals % 6.4 0.0 4.4 12.5 12.7 0.0 33.0 4.8 
Indigenous fishing issues/reconciliation/stop non-
Indigenous using Indigenous license 

% 25.9 21.1 27.4 12.5 29.5 18.9 0.0 23.3 

Better price setting/profitability/work with 
buyers/know prices in advance 

% 10.1 0.0 7.5 50.0 10.2 0.0 0.0 12.1 

Represent everyone equally/the majority/listen to 
members/work with members/more votes 

% 14.0 19.2 13.4 12.5 13.5 0.0 33.0 14.7 

Illegal fishing/Poaching/Out of season fishing/foreign 
fishing/enforcing rules/more officers 

% 28.8 6.4 34.8 12.5 22.0 18.4 33.9 27.9 

Advocacy/represent interests/lobby government 
agencies 

% 20.4 32.1 20.3 12.5 22.6 36.8 0.0 19.1 

Protect for the 
future/environment/sustainability/overfishing/climate 
change 

% 14.9 38.5 12.7 0.0 15.3 37.3 0.0 16.5 

Secure/open markets for selling/marketing % 1.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 2.1 0.0 33.9 1.7 
Better communication/clear mandate/inform 
members/more meetings 

% 13.0 12.8 11.2 0.0 18.2 18.4 0.0 12.0 

Change/standardize catch size requirements/amount 
of cages 

% 4.5 29.4 5.2 25.0 4.7 0.0 0.0 2.8 

Licenses to catch own bait/bait fisheries % 3.0 0.0 2.6 0.0 5.1 0.0 0.0 2.4 
Getting licences and quotas/distributing licenses and 
quotas (e.g. Snow Crab quotas)/ensure access 

% 3.6 0.0 4.8 0.0 3.7 0.0 33.9 2.2 

Protect owner operators/stop large companies/one 
license per company 

% 6.5 0.0 7.6 0.0 4.0 0.0 33.0 7.1 

Succession planning (e.g., Incentivize young 
fishermen, lower barrier of entry) 

% 2.2 6.4 1.5 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 2.4 

Focus on Lobster % 1.6 0.0 0.7 12.5 2.5 0.0 0.0 1.9 
Equality in rules/regulations/seasons/quotas/zones % 6.5 6.4 6.0 12.5 5.6 0.0 0.0 7.5 
Whale regulations/issues % 8.0 0.0 9.5 0.0 8.2 0.0 0.0 7.0 
No new licenses/keep one in one out policy/preserve 
value of license 

% 3.0 0.0 3.3 0.0 1.4 26.0 0.0 3.4 

Safety/work conditions % 2.4 0.0 1.9 0.0 3.0 0.0 0.0 2.7 
Other % 8.9 34.0 7.5 0.0 9.2 0.0 33.0 9.6 
Fight for/protect fisheries/commercial fishing 
rights/the community 

% 10.2 12.8 11.4 12.5 6.3 18.4 0.0 11.1 

Affordability/more funding/support/programs/better 
insurance 

% 3.1 0.0 1.8 0.0 2.8 44.3 0.0 4.1 

Transparency/honesty/respect/leadership/rotate 
board members 

% 3.6 6.4 3.1 0.0 3.2 0.0 0.0 4.3 

Resource management/stock assessments/scientific 
studies/data 

% 7.0 6.4 5.7 0.0 10.4 0.0 0.0 6.7 

Policy changes specifically in my area/No blanket rules % 1.7 6.4 0.3 0.0 0.8 0.0 0.0 3.5 
Stop overregulation/bureaucracy/allow split 
season/Sunday fishing/boat size regulations 

% 3.4 0.0 3.3 0.0 3.5 0.0 0.0 3.6 

Doing a good job/good but powerless % 0.7 6.4 0.9 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.4 
Open Striped Bass fishing % 2.6 0.0 1.5 0.0 6.0 0.0 0.0 1.9 
Open Mackerel fishing % 2.2 0.0 2.2 0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0 2.8 
Keep infrastructure up to date (e.g., Wharves, 
harbours) 

% 1.6 0.0 1.4 0.0 2.4 0.0 0.0 1.5 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 

Fight offshore wind/oil rigs % 1.9 0.0 2.2 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 2.0 
Working together/unity/cooperation with other 
organizations 

% 2.4 0.0 2.4 12.5 2.1 37.3 0.0 1.7 

Mandatory membership/increase membership % 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 
Help herring fishers/increase Herring quota % 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.3 
Open Cod fishing % 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Have a long-term plan/vision % 0.9 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 1.5 
Unsure % 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 

*Values are based on the percentage of positive responses to a specific response option (columns exceed 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses 

 

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 12 
– What 
should be 
the top 
priorities of 
your local 
fishing 
association 
when it 
comes to 
representing 
members? 
[OPEN] 
[CAPTURE 
UP TO 
THREE 
MENTIONS] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

2068 33 728 15 489 13 7 783 

Wgt N 2066 21 736 14 479 13 7 798 
Seals/reducing number of seals % 2.8 0.0 2.0 6.7 5.2 0.0 14.1 2.1 
Indigenous fishing issues/reconciliation/stop non-
Indigenous using Indigenous license 

% 11.4 8.6 12.5 6.7 12.2 7.4 0.0 10.2 

Better price setting/profitability/work with 
buyers/know prices in advance 

% 4.4 0.0 3.4 26.7 4.2 0.0 0.0 5.3 

Represent everyone equally/the majority/listen to 
members/work with members/more votes 

% 6.1 7.9 6.1 6.7 5.6 0.0 14.1 6.5 

Illegal fishing/Poaching/Out of season fishing/foreign 
fishing/enforcing rules/more officers 

% 12.6 2.6 15.8 6.7 9.1 7.2 14.5 12.2 

Advocacy/represent interests/lobby government 
agencies 

% 9.0 13.1 9.2 6.7 9.4 14.4 0.0 8.4 

Protect for the 
future/environment/sustainability/overfishing/climate 
change 

% 6.6 15.7 5.8 0.0 6.3 14.6 0.0 7.2 

Secure/open markets for selling/marketing % 0.6 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.9 0.0 14.5 0.7 
Better communication/clear mandate/inform 
members/more meetings 

% 5.7 5.2 5.1 0.0 7.5 7.2 0.0 5.3 

Change/standardize catch size requirements/amount 
of cages 

% 2.0 12.0 2.4 13.3 2.0 0.0 0.0 1.2 

Licenses to catch own bait/bait fisheries % 1.3 0.0 1.2 0.0 2.1 0.0 0.0 1.1 
Getting licences and quotas/distributing licenses and 
quotas (e.g. Snow Crab quotas)/ensure access 

% 1.6 0.0 2.2 0.0 1.5 0.0 14.5 1.0 

Protect owner operators/stop large companies/one 
license per company 

% 2.9 0.0 3.5 0.0 1.7 0.0 14.1 3.1 

Succession planning (e.g., Incentivize young 
fishermen, lower barrier of entry) 

% 1.0 2.6 0.7 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 1.0 

Focus on Lobster % 0.7 0.0 0.3 6.7 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 
Equality in rules/regulations/seasons/quotas/zones % 2.9 2.6 2.7 6.7 2.3 0.0 0.0 3.3 
Whale regulations/issues % 3.5 0.0 4.3 0.0 3.4 0.0 0.0 3.1 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
No new licenses/keep one in one out policy/preserve 
value of license 

% 1.3 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.6 10.2 0.0 1.5 

Safety/work conditions % 1.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 1.2 
Other % 3.9 13.9 3.4 0.0 3.8 0.0 14.1 4.2 
Fight for/protect fisheries/commercial fishing 
rights/the community 

% 4.5 5.2 5.2 6.7 2.6 7.2 0.0 4.9 

Affordability/more funding/support/programs/better 
insurance 

% 1.4 0.0 0.8 0.0 1.2 17.3 0.0 1.8 

Transparency/honesty/respect/leadership/rotate 
board members 

% 1.6 2.6 1.4 0.0 1.3 0.0 0.0 1.9 

Resource management/stock assessments/scientific 
studies/data 

% 3.1 2.6 2.6 0.0 4.3 0.0 0.0 2.9 

Policy changes specifically in my area/No blanket rules % 0.7 2.6 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 1.6 
Stop overregulation/bureaucracy/allow split 
season/Sunday fishing/boat size regulations 

% 1.5 0.0 1.5 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.6 

Doing a good job/good but powerless % 0.3 2.6 0.4 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 
Open Striped Bass fishing % 1.1 0.0 0.7 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 0.8 
Open Mackerel fishing % 1.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 1.2 
Keep infrastructure up to date (e.g., Wharves, 
harbours) 

% 0.7 0.0 0.6 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 

Fight offshore wind/oil rigs % 0.8 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.9 
Working together/unity/cooperation with other 
organizations 

% 1.0 0.0 1.1 6.7 0.9 14.6 0.0 0.8 

Mandatory membership/increase membership % 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 
Help herring fishers/increase Herring quota % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 
Open Cod fishing % 0.2 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 
Have a long-term plan/vision % 0.4 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.7 
Unsure % 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 

*Values are based on the proportion an activity represents of all response options (columns add up to 100%)  
**Multifrequency tab based on multiple responses   
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 13 
– What is 
the best 
approach to 
keep the 
fishery 
sustainable? 
[OPEN] 

Total Unwgt 
N 

924 15 336 10 203 5 4 351 

Wgt N 922 10 337 9 198 5 4 359 
More officers on the water/more enforcement of 
rules 

% 7.6 0.0 5.7 10.0 8.5 0.0 0.0 9.3 

Conservation of stocks and protection of 
endangered species 

% 8.9 5.7 5.4 10.0 11.0 18.9 0.0 10.9 

Regulated fishing seasons for all/stop off-season 
fishing of Indigenous fishermen 

% 24.7 0.0 32.4 10.0 20.2 18.4 0.0 21.5 

Use more landings data % 0.4 5.7 0.3 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.4 
Equal quotas, rules and regulation for all licenses 
holders (Indigenous and non-Indigenous) 

% 11.9 5.7 12.5 20.0 12.8 18.4 30.9 10.6 

Stop illegal fishing, poaching and overfishing % 6.6 5.7 6.4 0.0 5.9 18.4 0.0 7.4 
Maintain or decrease current licenses holders/do 
not issue new licences 

% 4.5 5.7 4.8 0.0 4.5 0.0 0.0 4.3 

Stop fishing canner lobsters/increased management 
of lobster (quotas, size of cages, etc.) 

% 2.1 0.0 2.5 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 2.2 

Continue doing the same thing/ doing a good job 
now 

% 1.4 5.7 0.8 0.0 2.4 0.0 23.4 1.1 

Proper communication, planning and non bias 
management 

% 2.8 0.0 1.9 0.0 3.3 0.0 22.8 3.4 

Listen to and include fishermen in decision making 
processes with all stakeholders 

% 5.9 0.0 4.3 10.0 6.3 26.0 0.0 6.9 

Respecting laws and regulations that are in place % 1.1 5.7 1.3 0.0 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.9 
Size or quotas limitations (unspecified) % 3.2 5.7 3.1 30.0 1.7 0.0 0.0 3.4 
Fixed price/ limited buy-back % 0.8 0.0 1.0 10.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.6 
Monitoring seal overpopulation and other predator 
populations 

% 1.9 17.1 1.4 0.0 2.4 0.0 0.0 1.9 

More owner-operators % 1.0 0.0 1.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 0.0 1.3 
Increase knowledge on resources/ education % 0.1 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Keep big businesses out % 0.4 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Other % 5.4 37.5 4.1 0.0 5.0 0.0 22.8 5.8 
Manage fishing methods and techniques/reduce 
traps 

% 2.8 0.0 2.5 0.0 2.5 0.0 0.0 3.5 

Diversify our fisheries % 0.2 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 
Less political and more science-based decision 
making 

% 3.3 0.0 3.5 0.0 5.3 0.0 0.0 2.3 

New management/Change the Minister of Fisheries % 0.8 0.0 0.3 0.0 1.4 0.0 0.0 1.1 
Remove/ stop Indigenous fisheries % 1.8 0.0 2.6 0.0 2.1 0.0 0.0 1.0 
Limit time on water % 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 
Unsure % 0.2 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
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Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 14 – Are 
you satisfied, 
somewhat satisfied, 
somewhat 
dissatisfied or 
dissatisfied with 
your local federal 
MP in terms of 
representing the 
needs of fishermen? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1021 19 367 13 228 7 4 383 

Wgt N 1015 12 370 12 222 7 4 389 
Satisfied % 4.5 0.0 6.8 0.0 3.9 0.0 0.0 3.0 
Somewhat satisfied % 18.6 4.6 19.5 7.7 19.5 40.5 0.0 17.9 
Somewhat dissatisfied % 19.6 23.2 17.6 38.5 19.4 18.9 30.9 20.7 
Dissatisfied % 51.7 47.7 51.1 23.1 54.6 40.5 69.1 51.5 
Unsure % 5.7 24.5 5.0 30.8 2.6 0.0 0.0 6.9 

 

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 16 
– Which 
federal 
political 
party do you 
trust most 
to manage 
the 
commercial 
fishery? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1009 19 360 11 227 7 4 381 

Wgt N 1003 12 362 10 222 7 4 386 
Bloc Quebecois % 0.7 44.4 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.4 
Conservative Party of Canada % 37.0 4.6 56.5 9.1 36.9 0.0 22.8 21.4 
Green Party of Canada % 0.8 0.0 0.3 45.5 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.2 
Liberal Party of Canada % 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 15.6 0.0 0.0 2.7 
New Democratic Party of Canada % 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.3 0.0 0.0 0.9 
People’s Party of Canada % 0.8 0.0 0.5 0.0 1.0 0.0 54.3 0.5 
I trust none of them % 55.5 51.0 42.5 45.5 44.7 100.0 22.8 73.9 

 

  

Which political party do you usually vote for in federal elections locally? 

Aggregate 
2024-02 

Bloc 
Quebecois 

Conservative 
Party of 
Canada 

Green 
Party 

of 
Canada 

Liberal 
Party 

of 
Canada 

New 
Democratic 

Party of 
Canada 

People’s 
Party of 
Canada 

I vote 
for a 

number 
of 

parties 
Question 17 - Are you 
likely, somewhat likely, 
somewhat not likely or 
not likely to vote in 
favour of a candidate 
or party you trusted to 
manage the 
commercial fishery 
even if it was not your 
usual vote choice? 

Total Unwgt 
N 

1018 19 363 13 230 7 4 382 

Wgt N 1011 12 366 12 224 7 4 387 
Likely % 38.6 23.2 38.7 38.5 34.5 13.4 22.8 42.0 
Somewhat likely % 24.0 41.7 24.8 23.1 22.1 27.1 30.9 23.6 
Somewhat not likely % 5.8 4.6 7.3 7.7 4.8 0.0 0.0 5.0 
Not likely % 12.7 15.3 13.2 7.7 21.6 18.9 46.3 6.5 
Unsure % 19.0 15.3 16.0 23.1 16.9 40.5 0.0 22.8 
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